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Security Breakdown

This special report reconstructs the shocking events

of January 6, 2021—a day that will be discussed

and debated for years to come. A meticulous timeline

illuminates the intelligence and security failures that

allowed insurrectionists to storm the U.S. Capitol.

BY WILLIAM M. ARKIN
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industry, and the budding 5G 
industry. We primarily focus 
on full-time staffing for R&D 
centers, procurement, logistics, 
etc. We have provided staffi ng 
services for the world’s leading 
companies” explains president 
and CEO, Eikichi Iida.

“We are dispatching excellent 
Japanese engineers to the United 
States and other countries to 
provide world-wide technology 
support. We are also focusing our 
efforts on bringing foreign labor 
and training them here in Japan 
from China, Vietnam or Indonesia 
and then sending them back to 
their original location. We build 
human capital through education 

and then leverage that in order to 
market out a unifi ed solution of 
high-quality foreign labor. 

“We are currently looking to 
take these solutions and expand 
them into as many countries as 
possible. Leveraging Japanese 
monozukuri and Japanese digi-
talization would lead to a rapid 
global expansion and we hope 
our company will play an impor-
tant role in that.”

Zebra writing a new chapter
Another company looking to ex-
pand on the global market is Zebra 
Co., Ltd., which has built a solid 
reputation in the manufacture of 
high-quality writing instruments, 

both in Japan and abroad, includ-
ing China and the US. 

“Our international business 
was less than 25% of our total 
sales before. I believe it should 
be our driver to grow beyond 
what we are right now. As for 
that, we are always developing 
and exploring new markets on 
a global scale,” says president, 
Shinichi Ishikawa. 

“The development of digital 
pens is another aspect of our 
growth strategy. The digital pen 
technology creates value for us-
ers. We focus on adding value. To 
achieve that, I encourage employ-
ees to be innovative in creating 
new products with new value.”

In a bid to set themselves apart
from China on the global market 
landscape, Japanese companies 
are banking on the nation’s famous 
reputation for high-quality and 
monozukuri craftsmanship, while 
also drawing on their technologi-
cal and innovative prowess to put 
themselves at the forefront of hi-
tech industries, such as automo-
tive, electronics, semi-conductors,
digitalization and 5G. 

Adapting to modern market
realities, as part of their inter-
nationalization strategy, many
Japanese companies have had to
set up manufacturing operations
abroad, particularly in Southeast
Asia, where labor costs are lower.

But in order to ensure that
monozukuri quality is maintained
in their overseas plants, many
Japanese fi rms are bringing their
foreign labor force to Japan for
high-quality training. It is a pro-
cess in which World Holdings, a
leader in staff recruitment as well
as the real estate industry, is play-
ing an important role. 

“The industries we are leading
in are the semiconductor indus-
try, the electronic components

A new global focus: innovative Japanese 
companies seek international expansion 

Faced with a dwindling do-
mestic market due to an ag-
ing population, in recent years
Japanese companies, both
large and small, have been
seeking international expan-
sion like never before. 

en.world-hd.co.jp

Eikichi Iida, President, 
WORLD HOLDINGS CO., LTD.
(2429:JP)

Zebra Pen is approaching its 40th

year of business in the United 
States. While still an infant in 
comparison to the 100+ year his-
tory of its Japanese parent, both 
have a rich history of delivering 
quality writing and creative mark-
ing products that enable users to 
fi nd their path to self-expression.

As it is steeped 
in the tradition
of the Japanese 
characters, writ-
ing and creating 
are expressive art 
forms that take 
on an individual’s 
style and persona.
In today’s world
of technology and
character same-
ness, there is a
mindful shift to
reconnect with
pen and paper as

a means of self-expression, tap-
ping into the creative and expres-
sive side of the brain.

Individuals are utilizing writ-
ing instruments and creative 
marking tools to organize their 
lives, capture an important event 
or to create a piece of art. 

Regardless of the consumer 
persona and appli-
cation Zebra offers 
the right items to 
confidently ac-
complish the task. 
For performance 
and style Zebra 
US foundation’s 
line of STEEL bar-
re led products 
offer an unparal-
leled selection. For 
the budget savvy 
consumer shop-
ping for school or 
general use there 

is the market favorite Z-Grip. If 
you are of a creative mindset and 
perhaps part of the growing bul-
let journaling trend, you are likely 
familiar with Zebra’s Sarasa Clip 
and Mildliner. 

Zebra prides itself on under-
standing the needs of the consum-
er and innovating to provide them 
with an array of quality products 
that align to their needs. Wheth-
er the consumer is a traditional 
writer or a creative artist, Zebra 
Pen has the tools to allow them 
to be successful on their path to 
self-expression.

As the company founder 
aligned with the term Zebra 
because of the family charac-
teristics of the herd, Zebra en-
courages you to explore its offer-
ing and join its herd of satisfied 
users seeking to capture and 
express those moments in time 
with pen and paper.

Shinichi Ishikawa, 
President, ZEBRA CO., LTD.

www.zebrapen.com

Zebra Pen guiding individuals along 
their path to self-expression



landmark projects such as Phu-Bai
Airport in Vietnam, while presi-
dent, Fumihiko Sugitani, also sees
ample overseas opportunities in
refrigerated warehousing, an area
in which the company holds the
number one market share in Japan.

“We introduced the most ad-
vanced technology that saves
energy while keeping the same
temperature standard. We believe
there is high demand for this tech-
nology from both developed and
developing countries and this really
demonstratesour integrationofde-
sign and functionality,” he explains.

“Our strength lies in our ability
to provide comprehensive solu-
tions. This includes high Japanese
quality, our expertise in Japanese
design, as well as more technical
elements like air conditioning and
lighting, all of which are part of
comprehensively creating a space.”

As a pioneer in the adoption of
the latest advanced technologies,
Azusa has been undergoing a swift
digital transformation (DX) in re-
cent years. The company was one
of the early adopters of building
information modeling (BIM), devel-
oping the Azusa BIM management
system (AZ BIMS) to establish an
efficient design process that helps
produce high-quality deliverables
for a range of projects for public
and private-sector clients.

“We established an AX (Archi-
tecture Experience) team in-house
in 2019, and we are promoting the
conversion to DX in every aspect
that connects us and our clients,”
adds Mr. Sugitani.

“Azusa actively promotes the
utilization of BIM, 3D models,
and simulations as technologies
that visualize our design pro-
posals, to ensure that we fulfill
our accountability to, and reach
agreement with, the clients in a
consistent manner.”

When visionary architect and en-
trepreneur Fuminaga Kiyota de-
cided to establish an architecture
firm back in 1946, he did so on
the firm belief that, in order to
properly meet the requirements
of modern architecture, architects
should form an organization ca-
pable of fulfilling its responsibility
as a corporate citizen in a more
effective and sustained manner.
For over 70 years, Azusa Sekkei
has been guided by this philosophy
and continues to take on new chal-
lenges to build beautiful, inspiring
and functional architecture aimed
at meeting societal demands.

Today Azusa is the fourth larg-
est Organizational Architectural

Forover70years,AzusaSekkeihasbeenpassionatelydevotedtoarchitecture,constantly
taking on new challenges to create bold and unique designs with a functional purpose.

Azusa Sekkei: building beautiful, inspiring and functional
architecture aimed at meeting societal demands

Design Company in Japan with
over 630 employees working
across six business domains: trans-
portation infrastructure, sports/
entertainment, healthcare, urban/
commercial, workplace, and lo-
gistics/living infrastructure. The
company holds the top share as a
pioneer of airport design in Japan,
and thanks to its sterling reputa-
tion, was entrusted with designing
the Japan National Stadium for
the upcoming Tokyo Olympics.

Having made an invaluable con-
tribution to Japan’s development
over the past seven decades by
building vital social infrastruc-
ture, Azusa now aims to expand
its international footprint, through

“Today, we dedicate
ourselves to creating
the types of buildings
that help people do
business all over the
world, enable athletes
to perform to the best
of their ability and
inspire people, bring
a sense of healing
and hope to the sick,
ensure safety and
security in everyday
life, nurture creativity
and inspiration, make
children smile and be
happy, and safeguard
people’s happiness from
a distance.”

Fumihiko Sugitani,
President & CEO,
Azusa Sekkei Co., Ltd.

www.azusasekkei.co.jp/en/

Transport infrastructure: Hue Phu Bai International Airport Terminal 2,
Hue, Vietnam.

Approach of DX: We simulate a varying element.

Sports & Entertainment: Japan National Stadium.

Logistics & Basic Infrastructure Healthcare Urban Development/ Commercial Facilities Workplace



For centuries Japanese craftsman-
ship, or monozukuri, has centered
around the pursuit of perfection. 
And that is certainly the case for 
leading jewelry manufacturer, Nak-
agawaCorporation,whosemonozu-
kuri focuses on the development of
high-quality jewelry,accessoriesand
components for discerning custom-
ers in Japan and around the globe.

With over 70 years’ experience,
Nakagawa is a world leader and
highly reputed globally for its pre-
mium product quality and services.
The company’s portfolio includes
finished products such as chains,
necklaces, rings and bracelets, as
wellaspartsandcomponentswhich
it develops for clients in the jewelry
industry as an original equipment
manufacturer (OEM), including
several high-profile designers and
fashionbrands intheUSandEurope.

“Quality matters and with our
products, companies in America

or Italy, for example, can see the
difference,” sayspresidentandCEO,
TakeyukiNakagawa. “Weare facing
tough competition on the global
scale with our products, but our
strength is that we produce original
products that are hard to replicate
or no other company can create.”

In recognition of its commit-
ment to responsible manufactur-
ing, Nakagawa recently received
COC (Chain of Custody) and COP
(CodeofPractice)certificationfrom
the Responsible Jewelry Council,
the standard for the jewelry supply
chain that addresses a wide range
of issues, including business ethics,
human rights, and social and envi-
ronmental performance. It was yet

For discerning customers of Nakagawa’s premium jewelry 
products, “quality matters”, says president Takeyuki Nakagawa.

Nakagawa: manufacturing
Japanese-quality jewelry 
and components

another landmark in the rich history 
of Nakagawa, which aims to pursue 
international growth by capitalizing 
on the growing Asian market and 
the booming demand for jewelry 
manufactured from precious metals, 
as Mr. Nakagawa explains. 

“Under the three mottos of ‘Cre-
ation’, ‘Harmony’ and ‘Sincerity’ 
that we have adhered to since our 
founding, we will continue our dili-
gent efforts to achieve continuous 
growth and to make contributions 
to society at large.”

“Our products are aimed
at making a healthier
society. We use the
extracts of natural
compounds to create
better products for the
benefit of our customers
by expanding life and
beauty together.”

Yasuo Nakagawa,
President, Snowden Co., Ltd.

As the nation with the longest life
expectancy, it’s fair to say that Ja-
pan knows a thing or two about
longevity, which has been the core
business of pharmaceutical com-
pany Snowden for over 40 years.

Since its establishment in 1977,
Snowden has been extracting the
power of nature to develop in-
novative products for health,
longevity and beauty. Today, the
company’s products are based on
three powerful “raw” materials –
placenta, lactic acid bacterium
and Korean red ginseng.

“The keyword here is longev-
ity; our company is putting
all efforts to deliver it to our
customers in every Snowden
product,” explains president,
Yasuo Nakagawa.

The placenta extract har-
nessed by Snowden contains
a variety of components ben-
eficial to human health and
beauty, particularly in terms
of stabilization of hormones,
better functioning of the liver,
heart, and immune systems. It
is also used in the company’s

cosmetic products, such as a 
beauty essence.

Snowden’s most recent discov-
ery has been lactic acid bacte-
rium (LJ88), isolated from hu-
man gastric juice, which offers 
benefits for both the stomach 
and intestine by lowering gastrin 
in the blood, resulting in the de-
creased secretion of gastric acids 
and also supporting the growth 
of intestinal beneficial bacteria.

“We think that LJ88 is an un-
precedented revolutionary dis-
covery. For now, we are selling 
LJ88 mainly in Japan and Asian 
markets, but we are planning to 
release it to other countries,” ex-
plains Mr. Nakagawa, who aims 
to find distribution partners to 
bring Snowden’s products to a 
new base of international cus-
tomers in the US, Europe, Russia 
and the Middle East.

www.makeshop.jp

Gastbalance LJ88
(food supplements)

Ashiyaroyal Enrich PS Essence 
(cosmetics)

Snowden aims to distribute Japan’s best-selling products to the world

Snowden: developing innovative products for 
health, longevity and beauty
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Rewind

With divorce rates high across the U.S.,Newsweek related, “Getting 

in and out of divorce is almost like getting in and out of taxis.” In 

the middle of the sexual revolution, “what underlies the failure of so many 

marriages is not a new form of friction—but a new unwillingness to tolerate 

the old frictions.” Roughly 40 percent of ended marriages had lasted at least 10 

years. After reaching a peak in 1981, the U.S. divorce rate has been steadily 

declining. Only 7.6 out of 1,000 women divorced in 2019—a 50-year low. 

1986 

“Barely a minute into its 10th orbital 
mission, the shuttle Challenger exploded, 
killing six astronauts and teacher Christa 
McAuliffe,” wrote Newsweek. Shocking 
the country, “even the computers 
seemed reluctant to believe the swift, 
sudden evidence.” This year, McAuliffe is 
being honored on a silver dollar that 
reads, “I touch the future. I teach.” 

1967

The Archives

2006 

“Well on its way to having the technology 
that could be used to produce nuclear 
weapons,” Newsweek said, “Tehran is 
now thumbing its nose at the international 
community.” President Ahmadinejad 

“cracked jokes while talking about the 
nuclear showdown.” Now, Iran breached 
the nuclear deal it signed in 2015.
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This special report
reconstructs the shocking
eventsofJanuary6,2021—
a day that will be discussed
and debated for years to come. 
In this meticulous time-
line—a “first rough draft of 
history,” as Newsweek’s
late owner Phil Graham used 
to describe journalism—
national security expert
William M. Arkin illuminates 
the series of intelligence
and security failures that
allowed insurrectionists to 
storm the U.S. Capitol.
The full story of what
unfolded that day won’t be
finalized soon. But for those 
seeking to understand,
this report is the place to start.  
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Exclusive: How officials ’ fear of
D onalD Trump paralyzeD inTelligence
agencies anD leD To THe capiTol rioT

by  WILLIAM M. ARKIN
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e department of homeland

Security looked the other way.

So did the Pentagon. The FBI

ollected reports of violence

and criminal activity but took no

action. The U.S. Capitol Police wrote a threat as-

sessment that President Trump’s supporters were

disappointed and desperate, that they might be-

come violent. They were all monitoring social me-

dia. But only the District of Columbia government

and police went on alert; no one else otherwise

prepared. That’s because government and military

officials were afraid.

To understand the January 6th attack on the

U.S. Capitol, Newsweek meticulously reconstruct-

ed what happened that day and interviewed doz-

ens of government and military officials, most of

whom requested anonymity in order to be candid.

They almost unanimously agreed that behind the

stunning inaction is a hidden story of an insurrec-

tion caused by the very fear that Donald Trump,

crazed and unpredictable in his final days in office,

might provoke an insurrection.

Fear of what President Trump might do—order

the armed forces into action to hold on to power,

federalize the National Guard under his control

or even declare martial law—was so palpable and

threatening to many that they became paralyzed.

What is more, in two years of domestic-threat

reports distributed by Homeland Security to state

and local partners, some 5,600 reports that have

been exclusively obtained by Newsweek, never

MAGA MOB FRENZY
(Previous page) Trump
supporters clash with
security forces during the
storming of the Capitol,
as tear gas swirls around
them. Donald Trump (top
left, at a pre-election rally
in Florida last October) has
been accused of inciting
the riot; the far-right group
Proud Boys (right, at a pro-
Trump rally in Washington,
D.C., in December)
encouraged the violence.

S P E C I A L  R E P O R T



once is the term “Trump supporters” used. “Do-
mestic violent extremists” of every possible variety
are scrutinized and monitored, including “white
supremacists.” But the idea that the threat to
America might be the president’s own militia? Of-
ficials say that to issue such a report, to have one
show up in the news media—or worse, on Donald
Trump’s desk—would risk a storm of retribution.

Multiple homeland security and intelligence of-
ficials tell Newsweek that such a threat was never
codified. The effect, these officials admit, is that
while the FBI might have been focused on “Proud
Boys” or specific individuals threatening violence,
the big picture was unseen. By fearfully silencing
any reference to partisan politics, the U.S. national 
security apparatus ensured its own failure.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff were so intent on keep-

ing the military out of the election and the tran-
sition that it didn’t even follow its own contin-
gency plans for defense of the capital. And then it
stood in the way of the D.C. Guard being directly
involved, foiling the last hope that someone would 
prepare.

Response to a threat everyone knew existed was
further weakened by the status of three of the cen-
tral national security officials: the Attorney Gen-
eral, the Defense Secretary and the Secretary of
Homeland Security. All were only “acting” in their
jobs—unconfirmed by the Senate—and two were
so new to their departments that they hadn’t even 
met many of their own subordinates.

And what about the Capitol Police, a sovereign
force of Congress and not even under Donald
Trump’s control? When Chief Steven Sund asked 

“THer e’s a gener a l rule of secur iT y,
TH aT once THey ’r e insiDe THe perimeter, iT ’s a ll  

ov er,” one senior miliTa ry officer
TolD Newsweek ,  r efer r ing To mob control.



10 N E W S W E E K . C O M

permission to request that the D.C. Guard be put
on standby, he was told to informally seek help, to
not go through the White House. His bosses were
partisan too, beholden to the Republican majority
in the Senate and answerable to an angry collec-
tive in the House.

So when well over 100,000 Americans protest-
ed in Washington, D.C., that day and as many as
1,000 demonstrators forced their way into build-
ings, there were 9/11-like errors and blind spots
that fed a preventable disaster. The 2,100-strong
Capitol Police didn’t go on alert and didn’t erect
sufficient defenses, such was the denial that the
usually overly-cautious national security guard-
ians displayed.

Already, blame and suspicion is swirling from
top to bottom—from President Trump to the
Capitol police officers on the beat—that insiders
colluded with the insurrectionists, that the dots
weren’t connected, that partisan actors intention-
ally looked the other way because they too want-
ed to overturn the people’s will. And because they
could not conceive that thousands of white peo-
ple, many dressed in military garb, could seek to
overthrow their government, they couldn’t move.

‘Why Fuel the Fire?’
“THere’s a general rule of securiTy, THaT once
they’re inside the perimeter, it’s all over,” one se-
nior military officer told Newsweek, referring to
mob control. Congress shouldn’t have been tak-
en by surprise by the size of the crowd and the
willingness of the mob to attack America’s seat
of democracy, the officer says. But he, and many
others, are sympathetic with the Capitol Police.
Once the rioters were inside, he says, focus on pro-
tecting Vice President Mike Pence and some 500-
plus members of Congress, as well as thousands in
the Congressional workforce and even dozens of
members of the news media, rather than on pro-
tecting a “building,” was the right course of action.

“Yes there was a massive failure,” he says, “but
why fuel the fire with more oxygen.” He says we
are lucky that only five people died, and that even 
more physical damage wasn’t done.

Despite another impeachment of now former
President Trump and investigations that seek to
place blame somewhere, lawmakers have issued
a torrent of words thanking the Capitol Police 
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(and the other security forces that finally showed 

up, most from the Justice Department and local 

police). Both parties have now denounced the vi-

olence and both have labeled the crowd domestic 

terrorists, many even directly condemning white 

supremacy—all part of the narrative that “this is 

not who we are.”

But it is who we are—the violence and the noise, 

the division and the extremes, the belief in con-

spiracies, the injustices of race and power and 

their effects, the questionable competence of our 

own government and the perilous idealization of 

the military.

It would be easy to lay all of the blame at Don-

ald Trump’s doorstep, blaming too the 147 mem-

bers of Congress who voted against accepting the 

full alert, agitating for its Guard—uniquely under 

the control of the president because D.C. isn’t a 

state—to be activated. But it was also constrained, 

because ultimately a dysfunctional White House 

and a reluctant Pentagon treated the mayor like a 

cranky subordinate.

Why do we even have a Department of Home-

land Security? Created with fanfare in the after-

math of 9/11 as the agency that would fill all of the 

domestic gaps, DHS was virtually absent. Only the 

semi-autonomous Secret Service was ready, but 

the rest, government officials agree, stayed im-

mobile (in contrast to their intervention around 

the country against racial justice protestors and 

leftist anarchists). Several Newsweek sources say 

the Department had become partisan and com-

electors’ ballots. And of course one can blame the 

protestors, denying that they represent America 

or excusing them as peaceful citizens hijacked by 

a few instigators and criminals.

Though the top three officials responsible for 

Congressional security (including Chief Sund) 

have resigned since the storming of the Capitol, 

the official reaction to the events of January 6th 

is strikingly similar to 9/11. No doubt the mistakes 

will be shown to be a combination of inscrutable 

official strategy and the same-old-same-old smor-

gasbord of leadership and communications, and 

even structural failures.

And like 9/11, we are now at war—turning 

Capitol Hill and the District of Columbia into 

an armed camp, over-relying on the military and 

cracking down throughout the country, restrict-

ing protests of all sorts.

Instead, we should be asking tough questions.

Why is the District of Columbia not a state? The 

District government was the only bright spot, de-

claring an emergency before January 6th, going on 

(Clockwise, from top
left) D.C. Mayor Muriel

Bowser; National Guard
forces gathered near the

Capitol on January 6th;
Vice President Mike Pence;

and the Joint Session
of Congress that met to
certify the presidential

election before it was
interrupted by rioters

on that fateful day.

the distr ict gov er nment wa s the only br ight spot,  decl a r ing 

a n emergency befor e ja nua ry 6th,  going on full a lert, 

agitating for its  gua rd—uniquely under the control of the 

pr esident bec ause d.c.  isn ’t  a  state—to be activated.
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thing it does so well. It carried out an exercise of 

how it should respond to a national emergency, at 

11:00 a.m. on the morning of January 6th.

We now know that in the run-up to January 

6th and the constitutionally mandated Joint Ses-

sion of Congress, that the domestic intelligence 

apparatus—which includes the FBI, Secret Ser-

vice, Joint Terrorism Task Forces, the Current 

and Emerging Threats Center of homeland se-

curity, D.C.-area military commands, the Metro-

politan Washington area fusion centers, even the 

Capitol Police’s own threat-warning cell—had 

ample reports about the trouble brewing and 

were actively monitoring social media, both pub-

licly available pages and private and encrypted 

channels.

But this same prodigious machine has strug-

gled for years with the lexicon of domestic ter-

rorism, acquiring and then throwing away labels, 

and hardening and softening official language 

to match both the threat and politics of the day. 

Domestic violent extremists, Black supremacist 

extremists, Black identity extremists, anarchist 

extremists, militia extremists, Sovereign Citizen 

promised during the Trump presidency and that 

other agencies distrusted them.

What is the proper role of the armed forces at 

home? The military enjoyed all of the privileges of 

being America’s most-respected institution while 

also being driven by its own priorities. “There’s 

no role for the U.S. military in determining the 

outcome of a U.S. election,” Chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff Army General Mark Milley said this 

past summer and has repeated ever since. 

It was a statement that signaled to those in 

uniform that the military should get out of pol-

itics and even get out of the way. And so, despite 

its own homeland defense apparatus created out 

of 9/11, it pursued its anti-political mission sin-

gle-mindedly, not preparing. Not doing the one 

extremists, racially motivated violent extremists, 

white supremacist extremists. The terminology is 

fraught (neo-Nazis or anti-fascists) or so anodyne 

(words like protestors and even patriots) that it 

conveys almost nothing.

Into all of this, a Save America Rally was orga-

nized. It was widely promoted on social media 

and tens of thousands were expected to come to 

Washington, D.C., to participate. Starting in the 

morning, Donald Trump and his warm-up acts 

repeatedly urged the crowd to march on the Cap-

itol—to be strong—and by the time the Capitol 

Police’s defenses were breached at about 2:00 p.m. 

in the afternoon, the crowd was fully pumped up. 

But by then as well, it was clear that, in addition to 

mere protestors, selfie-takers, hangers-on, conspir-

GATHERING STORM
(Right) A video screen
image of Donald Trump 
helps whip up the crowd
before his speech to
supporters on January 6th.
(Below) Trump supporters
set up across from the
Capitol, as Congress met
to certify the election.

by fe arfully silencing a n y r efer ence to pa rtisa n politics,  the 

u.s.  nationa l secur it y a ppa r atus ensur ed its  ow n failure.

S P E C I A L  R E P O R T
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ators and mischief-makers, not only were there 

criminals but also a large cadre of military-clad 

commandos intent on insurrection and political 

terror. Their willingness to break the law and use 

force surprised officials. And the fact that this 

crowd had no love for law enforcement now forc-

es many to reassess who exactly they were dealing 

with on January 6th—and who we have to deal 

with as a country in the future.

Years from now, America will still be debating 

exactly what happened on January 6th when an 

insurrectionist mob stormed the U.S. Capitol 

and threatened the nation’s political being. In 

the coming months, the four hours of mayhem 

that took place that day will be dissected, min-

ute-by-minute, in the courts, in commissions of 

inquiry and Congressional hearings, as well as in 

news media investigations, all striving to answer 

the questions all of us are wrestling with now: 

how and why the protestors did it, how the gov-

ernment was so blind and unprepared, and what 

we should do next.

As this 25,000-word reconstruction of the 

events shows though, the skeleton of that day is 

already formed. In compiling this timeline, so-

cial media—the tweeting of a handful of report-

ers who were there on that day—emerges as the 

dominant source of information.

So finally it is social media, the adrenaline-fed ar-

tery that created and sustained Donald Trump and 

reaches almost everyone in our society, dominat-

ing our lives, that is one of the central protagonists 

of the day. It segments and feeds countless barely 

touching circles in our society, our conceptions of 

what happened that day limited to our personal 

“feeds,” each of us on our own voyage of discov-

ery, too absorbed in our own news sourc-

es to see the bigger picture. But here it is.



Save America Rally
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12:08 AM: President Trump tweets: “Just
happened to have found another 4000
ballots from Fulton County. Here we go!”

President Trump will tweet 13 more times
before he appears to speak at the Ellipse
stage at noon—complaints about the vote 
in Georgia and his belief that Pennsyl-
vania will somehow flip to Trump and,
finally, before 1:00 a.m., tweeting: “If Vice
President @Mike_Pence comes through 
for us, we will win the Presidency.”

6:25 AM: Drew Hernandez of Tatum
Report tweets: “MASSIVE line to get
into The Ellipse to where President @
realDonaldTrump will be speaking at the
‘March For Trump Rally’...the line is already
wrapping around the Washington Monu-
ment. It is still dark out, images to come.”

Hernandez is the host of Lives 
Matter on YouTube.

7:11 AM: Republican Conference Chair
Rep. Liz Cheney (R-WY), the daughter
of former Vice President Dick Cheney,
tweets: “We have sworn an oath under
God to defend the Constitution. We uphold
that oath at all times, not only when it is
politically convenient. Congress has no
authority to overturn elections by objecting 
to electors. Doing so steals power from
the states & violates the Constitution.”

7:15 AM: Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene
(R-GA) tweets: “Might as well have served
Georgia up on a silver platter and spoon fed
sliced peaches to the Socialists Democrats!
@GaSecofState enabled the steal. #GA
legislatures never convened, but some tried.
@BrianKempGA did nothing. All while GA
people screamed to #StopTheSteaI...”

Rep. Greene has repeatedly endorsed
QAnon conspiracy theories, a melange
of claims that a deep state cabal has 

CHAPTER 1:

Save america

destroyed the presidency of Donald
Trump. She will tweet 19 more times
during the day and evening. On Sunday,
January 17, Twitter locked Rep. Greene’s
account, citing violations of a company
policy that it recently used to remove
thousands of QAnon-related accounts.

8:17 AM: President Trump tweets: “... All
Mike Pence has to do is send them back
to the States, AND WE WIN. Do it Mike, 
this is a time for extreme courage!”

8:20 AM: Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-NY) tweets: “Buckle up!”

8:27 AM: CSPAN begins live coverage
of the “March to Save America” rally
(hosted by Women for America First).

8:30 AM: D.C. Police tweets: “First Amend-
ment Activity...demonstrations are sched-
uled to occur in DC. There will be parking
restrictions & potential street closures that
motorists should take into consideration.”

8:30 AM: Acting Defense Secretary
Christopher Miller and Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Army General Mark
Milley meet to review the Pentagon plan
for defense support to civil authorities
(DSCA) in the case of an emergency in
the District of Columbia. They request
that commanders and decision makers
conduct a table-top exercise covering
potential contingency response options.

The exercise is held at 11:30 AM, but no
military forces would be placed on the
streets of Washington, D.C. on January 6.

8:35 AM: The U.S. Secret Service, a
component of the Department of Home-
land Security, tweets: “Individuals at-
tending today’s event on the Ellipse in
Washington, D.C. are reminded of items
prohibited by the U.S. Secret Service.”



https://avxlive.icu/


https://avxlive.icu/
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shape of a Trump campaign rally, with diehard
fans railing against Democrats, communists
and Antifa and chanting ‘Stop the Steal.’

‘We don’t want to lose our country,’ said
John Waynesboro, 50, a mill operator from
Pennsylvania who walked with friends and
waved a bright yellow, ‘Don’t Tread on me’
flag. He said he knew it was stolen because
‘you never see this kind of love pouring out for
a president as you do for President Trump.’

One man simply shouted conspiracy
theories as he made his way to the rally,
calling Chief Justice Roberts ‘a pedo-
phile’ and ‘a wolf in sheep’s clothing.’

Many, like Jan Sheffield, 55, a stay-at-
home mom from Georgia, arrived on buses
after riding through the night. Decked out
in Trump buttons and holding Trump flags
attached to a fishing pole, she said she was
in Washington ‘to take our country back.’

When asked who she and other protesters
were taking the country back from, Sheffield
fought tears as answered: ‘From the wicked,
those who want a socialist nation and those
that sold the US to China—D and R alike.’

‘I’m from Georgia, and they stole our
two Senate seats,’ said Sheffield...‘We
are here to make sure that what hap-
pened in the presidential election
doesn’t happen in Georgia, too.’”

There is still no official tally of the size of
the crowd nor belief that a march on the
Capitol might include a violent takeover.

9:44 AM: Mark Segraves, an NBC 4 Wash-
ington reporter, tweets a video: “Federal
Bureau of Prison[s] officers [in tactical gear]
deployed in DC streets around DOJ HQ.”

At 9:50 AM, Mark Balsamo of the AP
responds: “The Bureau of Prisons said
yesterday the group of about 100 officers
sent to supplement the Justice Protective
Service officers at DOJ HQ ‘will remain
in a reserve capacity unless needed by 
the existing DOJ security teams.’”

The camouflage-clad team was clearly
in place to protect the Department, but
there is no evidence that BOP officers
assisted at the Capitol on January 6.

9:51 AM: Igor Bobic of Huffington Post
tweets “Gonna be a long day,” posting
a picture showing protest signs pre-po-
sitioned outside the front of the Capi-
tol Building, waiting for protesters.

The prohibitions—on backpacks, body ar-
mor, mace/pepper spray, etc.—is ignored
and never enforced. This is the first and
last public dispatch by the Secret Service 
on January 6. Vice President Pence’s
protective detail accompanied him to
the Capitol and may have been present
to evacuate the two other Constitutional
successors to the presidency—Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and President pro tempore
of the Senate Chuck Grassley, but other
than that, a heavily armed Secret Service
special operations team would not arrive 
at the Capitol until mid-afternoon.

8:36 AM: Daniella Diaz of CNN tweets:
“... Vice President-elect Kamala Harris
will be on Capitol Hill today to fulfill her
duties in the Senate, per a Senate aide.”

Sen. Harris was kept under wraps all day,
on Capitol Hill, to avoid her being a target.

9:01 AM: Michael Brice-Saddler of The
Washington Post tweets: “It’s difficult to il-
lustrate just how dense this crowd of Trump
Supporters is in downtown D.C. hours be-
fore President Trump is expected to speak.”

Emily Davies of The Washington Post
tweets at 9:03 AM from the rally: “...One
man in the crowd turned to his friend
and said, ‘they can come take my gun
one bullet at a time.’ Another marched
with a large camouflage backpack and
a flag that said ‘Come and take it.’”

9:09 AM: Republican Policy Commit-
tee Chairman Rep. Gary Palmer (R-AL)
tweets and issues a statement. “I have
concerns about how several states
conducted the 2020 election. So, I’ve
joined many colleagues in an intent to
reject some electors, where we think
a constitutional violation occurred.”

9:16 AM: At the official opening of the
Save America Rally, Rep. Mo Brooks (R-AL)
speaks: “Today is a time of choosing and
tomorrow is a time of fighting. Today is
also a day of revelation and separation...
Today is the day American patriots start
taking down names and kicking ass.”

Aaron Rupar of Vox News tweets: “Mo
Brooks begins the Trump “Save America
Rally” on a profane and angry note.”

The Boston Globe later reports: “The
streets outside the White House took the 

S P E C I A L  R E P O R T
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gathered outside the Capitol. Many have
the Trump gear—flags, caps, tshirts—
and the vast majority are unmasked.”

10:22 AM: Drew Hernandez of
Tatum Report tweets: “...Patriots
will MARCH to the capital build-
ing directly after Trump speaks.”

10:24 AM: Igor Bobic of the Huffington
Post tweets: “Romney on Georgia results: ‘It
turns out telling voters the election is rigged
is not a good way to turn out your voters.’

10:29 AM: Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell (R-KY) walks into the
Senate side of the Capitol and gives a
wave, but does not answer questions.

10:46 AM: D.C. Mayor Muriel Bows-
er tweets that she has issued May-
or’s Order 2021-003, Extension of
Public Emergency, extending a public 
emergency for a total of 15 days.

11:05 AM: Raju of CNN tweets: “Blame
game: A senior Republican official in-
volved in both Georgia Senate races says
of Trump: ‘Not since General Sherman
has one man done as much damage,
to as many people, in as little time. No
one in the history of our country turns 
out voters like Donald Trump...”

11:06 AM: Mike Balsamo of the AP
tweets: “The current crowd down near
the Washington Monument right now.”

11:24 AM: Tan of The Washington
Post tweets from the front of the Cap-
itol: “Republican senators are being
swarmed by Trump protesters...”

11:30 AM: Jazmine Ulloa of The
Boston Globe tweets: “...Lots of 
chants of ‘Stop the steal’...”

 

CHAPTER 2:

Low Drama

11:30 AM: The Pentagon table-
top exercise begins to evaluate con-
tingency response options.

11:39 AM: Rachel Chason of The Washing-
ton Post tweets a video from the front of the
Capitol: “Big crowd...shouting ‘1776’ ‘whose
streets, our streets’ and ‘fuck antifa.’”

Tan of The Washington Post tweets a
video: “A rowdier crowd has arrived at the
Capitol. Camo gear, vests, helmets. Groups
have thrown up the OK hand gesture—a
recognized symbol of white supremacy.”

11:42 AM: Minority Leader Chuck Schumer 
holds a press conference. Referring to
Democratic victories in Georgia and the
prospects of leadership in the Senate
turning over to his party, he says: “It feels
like a brand new day. For the first time
in six years, Democrats will operate a
majority in the United States Senate.”
He says he has not spoken to outgoing
Senate Majority leader McConnell today.

10:00 AM: At the Save America
Rally, the president’s sons Eric and
Donald Trump Jr., and then his lawyer,
Rudy Giuliani, appear to warm up an
already active crowd of many thousands.

Donald Trump Jr. says: “If you’re 
gonna be the zero and not the
hero, we’re coming for you.”

Rudy Giuliani says: “If we’re right, a
lot of them will go to jail. So let’s have
trial by combat...I’ll be darned if they’re
going to take our free and fair vote...
We’re going to fight to the very end to 
make sure that doesn’t happen.”

10:02 AM: Manu Raju of CNN tweets:
“Pelosi and her team are conveying
to their caucus that they should keep
today low drama...let GOP embarrass 
themselves, per sources on call.

‘We are dignified in opposition
to them,’ she said, per source.”

10:06 AM: Richie McGinniss of the
Daily Caller tweets a video: “I have
lived in DC for 12 years. Not the big-
gest crowd I have ever seen on The
National Mall, but it’s up there...”

10:09 AM: Independent reporter Brendan
Gutenschwager tweets a video: “Massive
line waiting to go through security to get into
The Ellipse for this morning’s speeches....”

“Tens of thousands of Trump sup-
porters are out...packing The Ellipse
and now filling up much of the space
near the Washington Monument as an 
overflow area to watch the rally...”

“Chants of ‘Christ is King!’ on
the National Mall as this morn-
ing’s speeches get underway...”

10:12 AM: Rebecca Tan of The Wash-
ington Post tweets a video from the
front of the Capitol building, where
thousands have already congregated:
“Several thousand Trump supporters 
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“...We’re going to walk down to the
Capitol—and we’re going to cheer on our
brave senators and congressmen and
women and we’re probably not going to
be cheering so much for some of them.”

11:55 AM: Harrison Smith of The Washing-
ton Post tweets: “...thousands of Trump sup-
porters chanting ‘stop the steal’ and waving
flags. Pretty calm so far, as one woman
walks by saying ‘shoot the politicians! use
your weapons!’ Chuckles in the crowd.”

12:00 PM: As the House is called to
order, Chaplain Rev. Margaret Grun
Kibben offers the following prayer:

“O God, our refuge and our strength, a
very present help in times of discord and
trouble. Mountains crumble, waters rage, na-
tions roar, and yet we need not be afraid, for
even now You abide with us in these times
of great discord, uncertainty and unrest.

We, who have pledged to defend our
Constitution against all enemies, we pray
Your hedge of protection around this Nation.
Defend us from those adversaries, both
foreign and domestic, outside these walls
and perhaps within these Chambers, who
sow seeds of acrimony to divide colleagues 

11:50 AM: President Trump starts
speaking at about 11:50 AM (for
about one hour) and says:

“...I would love to have it if those tens
of thousands of people would be allowed
…if the military, the Secret Service…
we want to thank you and the police and
law enforcement…great, you’re doing
a great job…but I would love it if they
could be allowed to come up with us.

“...We will never give up. We will never
concede. It doesn’t happen. You don’t
concede when there’s theft involved.

“...You’ll never take back our coun-
try with weakness. You have to show
strength, and you have to be strong.

“...So we are going to—we are going to
walk down Pennsylvania Avenue, I love
Pennsylvania Avenue, and we are going to
the Capitol, and we are going to try and
give—the Democrats are hopeless, they
are never voting for anything, not even
one vote but we are going to try—give
our Republicans, the weak ones because
the strong ones don’t need any of our
help, we’re try—going to try and give
them the kind of pride and boldness that
they need to take back our country. So
let’s walk down Pennsylvania Avenue.

S P E C I A L  R E P O R T
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12:28 PM: Steven Nelson of the New
York Post tweets a picture that shows a
fairly sparse crowd on the east side of the
Capitol in front of the Library of Congress:
“...scene outside Capitol 10 minutes from
VP Pence’s expected arrival to preside over
joint session. Any heckling will be hard for 
Pence to hear due to security buffer.”

12:30 PM: Jennifer Jacobs of
Bloomberg tweets a video of people
moving in the direction of the Capi-
tol: “Floods of people left in the middle
of Trump’s remarks at the Ellipse and
are now headed to the US Capitol.”

12:30 PM: Senate President pro 

tempore Sen. Charles Grassley (R-
IA) calls the Senate to order.

The President pro tempore, the sec-
ond-highest-ranking Senate official
after the Vice President, is generally the
senior senator serving in Congress. He
is the third in line to succession of the
Presidency, under the Constitution.

12:30 PM: Sen. Josh Hawley (R-MO),
a believer in voter fraud, arrives at the
Capitol. He gives a thumbs up, a fist
pump and waves as the crowd cheered.

12:36 PM: Richard Hall of The Indepen-
dent (UK) tweets: “Trump still talking 

CHAPTER 3:

a Calm before the Storm
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and conspire to undermine trust in Your
divine authority over all things.

“The journey of this experiment in
democracy is perilous and demanding,
fraught with anger and discontent. But wise
rulers still seek You.

“So help us, God, to find You in the midst
of us.

“So help us, God, to see Your gracious
plan even in the events of these days.

“So help us, God, to serve You and this 
Nation with Godliness and dignity....”

12:04 PM: The D.C. National Guard (DCNG)
releases a statement on Facebook:
“...Capital guardsmen have been request-
ed by Mayor Muriel Bowser...on behalf of
the D.C. Metropolitan Police Department
and D.C. Fire and Emergency Services.”

It will be four hours before the DCNG ac-
tually makes an appearance at the Capitol.

12:09 PM: Steven Nelson of the New
York Post tweets a video: “A march
including Proud Boys passes Capitol as 
President Trump’s speech begins...”

12:17 PM: CNN reports that Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden has decided to nomi-
nate Merrick Garland as attorney general.

12:24 PM: Jazmine Ulloa of The Boston
Globe tweets a video: “...Groups of people
waving Trump flags. People selling Trump
merch left over from the 2020 presidential
campaign on street corners. Fly-by-night
preachers preaching from megaphones
and portable, makeshift sound systems.”

12:27 PM: Maggie Haberman of The New
York Times tweets of President Trump’s
speech: “‘That’s what happens in a com-
munist country,’ the president says of not
being able to have his falsehoods repeat-
ed by the media without a fact check.”

Two minutes later, she tweets: “...I’ve
listened to many many Trump speech-
es and this one is...a little different.”
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but a sizable number heading [to the
Capitol] now. I’m following along.”

12:40 PM: Some confrontations begin
between protesters and police at the base
of the west side of the Capitol building, on
the street level nearest to the National Mall.

12:45 PM: At least a dozen SUVs park 
in front of the Capitol building.

It is unclear who is arriving, whether it
is the FBI or the Secret Service. Three
of the four top successors to the presi-
dency under the U.S. Constitution—Vice
President Mike Pence, Speaker of the
House Nancy Pelosi and President pro
tempore of the Senate Chuck Grass-
ley—are present in the Capitol.

12:49 PM: U.S. Capitol Police (USCP)
respond to a report of a possible explosive
device at the Republican National Commit-
tee headquarters. Shortly afterward, a sec-
ond pipe bomb is reported at the headquar-
ters of the Democratic National Committee.
A parked vehicle in the area is also found
to hold an M4 assault rifle, a handgun and 

components for 11 Molotov cocktails with
what is described as homemade napalm.

According to the DHS TRIPwire report
published on January 7: “On 6 January
2021...officers discovered two IEDs out-
side the Republican National Committee
(RNC) Headquarters and Democratic Na-
tional Committee Headquarters, respec-
tively, several blocks from the Capitol.
Both devices were described as pipe
bombs, and the RNC device was wired
with an analog timer. The USCP Hazardous
Materials Response Team examined the
IEDs, determined they were viable, ren-
dered them safe and turned them over to
the FBI for additional analysis. Authorities
also discovered a cooler filled with impro-
vised incendiary devices (IIDs) described
as Molotov cocktails near the Capitol.”

12:51 PM: Elijah Schaffer of The Blaze
tweets a video from around the Wash-
ington Monument: “...There are at least
100,000+ people just in the overflow for
the event. Videos can not [sic] describe 
the size of the crowd. This is wild.”

12:51 PM: After conducting routine busi-
ness, the Senate, preceded by the Secretary
of the Senate, Julie E. Adams, and the Dep-
uty Sergeant at Arms, Jennifer Hemingway,
direct the procession of the senators to the
Hall of the House of Representatives for
the purpose of counting electoral ballots.

12:53 PM: Vice President Pence releas-
es a statement from a “Dear Colleague”
letter that says he lacks the authority to
reject electoral votes. “My oath to support
and defend the Constitution constrains me
from claiming unilateral authority,” he says. 
The two-and-a-half page letter says:

“After a careful study of our Constitution,
our laws, and our history, I believe neither
view is correct...Vesting the Vice President
with unilateral authority to decide presiden-
tial contests would be entirely antithetical to
that design...No Vice President in American
history has ever asserted such authority.”

“It is my considered judgement that my
oath to support and defend the Constitu-
tion constrains me from claiming unilateral
authority to determine which electoral votes
should be counted and which should not.”

“I will do my duty to see to it that we open
the certificates of the Electors of the several
states, we hear objections raised by Senators
and Representatives, and we count the votes
of the Electoral College for President and Vice
President in a matter consistent with our Con-
stitution, laws, and history. So help me God.”

12:55 PM: The House is called to order by
Speaker Pelosi (D-CA). She says that, due
to COVID restrictions, each side, House
and Senate, Democrats and Republicans,
are allowed to have 11 members present
on the floor (44 total). Others have to be in
the gallery and practice social distancing.

12:57 PM: Harrison Smith of The Washing-
ton Post tweets: “Marching down Constitu-
tion, past the American History Museum.
‘We live under a criminal cartel,’ man says
on loudspeaker. ‘Time we put an end to it.’”

12:59 PM: A Joint Session of the House
and the Senate “held pursuant to the provi-
sions of Senate Concurrent Resolution 1” is
called to order, and House Sergeant at Arms
Paul D. Irving announces the Vice President
and the Senate joining the House chamber 
as Mike Pence and the senators arrive.

continued on page 30



Egypt - MENA’s growth driver
lthough the Egyptian economy
has not been immune to the effects
of the Covid-19 pandemic, its

remarkable success story has continued as
much of the world slips into recession.
Under President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, Egypt

was one of the world’s best-performing
economies in 2020. Growth is underpinned
by favourable demographics, a huge
domestic market, and a strategic geographic
position at the crossroads of Africa and
the Middle East. As Al-Sisi explained at an
investment conference in Sharm el-Sheikh,
Egypt has much to offer:

“The march of Egypt to the future will
continue. Egypt is open to the whole world.
We are committed to moving forward with
the development and modernization of the
Egyptian economy. There are 30 million
people at the age of employment - Egypt is a
youthful country.”

Within his first 100 days in office, Al-Sisi
announced dozens of new infrastructure
projects to secure long-term investment and
curb unemployment. But as he told media
in a 2018 interview, reforms extend beyond
that:

“We established the Supreme Council for
Investment, which provides a broad

Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi
President of Egypt

framework for investment policy and
plans its implementation. The role of the
council is to review the state’s investment
policies, determine the priority activities and
projects for specialised sectors, establish
the framework for the administrative
and legislative reforms, and identify and
eliminate impediments that investors
encounter.”

These efforts are bearing fruit. FDI inflows
have risen by more than 30% since Al-Sisi
became president, and exports are surging.
Trade volumes are expected to rise further in
the coming years on the back of an important
new trade deal, the African Continental Free
Trade Agreement, which came into effect
in 2019. Al-Sisi explained the benefits it
will offer, both domestically and across the
continent, in a speech last year:

“Enforcement of the free African zone
will contribute to increasing the trade
and investment among the continent’s
countries. These circumstances and
expectations make it incumbent upon us to
find solutions in a bid to turn the continent to
an international industrialization centre due
to provide millions of new jobs, attract more
foreign direct investments and raise rates of
growth.”

pected to be the only economy in
he Middle East and North Africa
MENA) region to achieve growth in

2020, Egypt is reasserting itself as one
of the region’s most dynamic economies.
The country’s GDP will grow by 3.5% in
2020 according to International Monetary
Fund forecasts, while the rest of MENA
is expected to slip into recession due to
the coronavirus pandemic and related
lockdowns. The most populous country
in the Arab World, with a market of nearly
100m people, Egypt benefits from its
demographic strengths as well as its
location between Africa, Asia, and Europe,
and its diversified economy.

Despite the global economic crisis
triggered by covid-19, Egypt’s food exports
grew by 2% in the first nine months of the
year, to $2.6bn, according to official figures.
Processed food exports account for 14%
of non-oil exports, and major economies
including the United States and Saudi
Arabia are among Egypt’s top-five food
export markets.

One of the companies driving the growth
of exports is Obourland for Food Industries,
established in 1999 but Ashraf Hamed
Sherif, just three years after he graduated.
Originally focused on ice-cream, the

Obourland for Food Industries
Launching regional expansion

company switched to producing a wide
range of cheese products and in 2005
formed a partnership with global packaging
leader Tetra Pak. Established as a brand
of quality and value in Egypt, Obourland is
now looking to expand into new markets in
the Gulf and Africa.

“We already export to five countries,
and we’re going to Tanzania in April,”
says Sherif. “We are open to new ideas
and opportunities, and we’re looking for
distribution partners that can help us grow
our business in Africa and the Middle East.”
With international growth in mind,
Obourland has diversified beyond its
traditional white cheese products over the
past three years, and has added products

including milk and processed cheese juice
to its portfolio.

In the first nine months of 2020,
Obourland’s revenues grew 6% to $130m,
with gross profit rising 14% to $31.5m. The
company achieved a gross profit margin
of 24%, up 22% on the same period of
2019, partly thanks to the installation of
three new production lines at the beginning
of the year, lower packaging costs, and
sourcing of cheaper raw materials, taking
advantage of falling commodity prices.
Thus Obourland continues to be an
attractive proposition for investors, with
an ROI of 28.66% in the twelve months to
September 2020. The company was listed
on the Egyptian Exchange in one of the
most successful IPOs of recent years, with
the family retaining a 60% stake.
After a tumultuous decade for Egypt, Sherif
is ready to expand his brand, and his
country’s, globally.
“It is very important, particularly at this time,
to promote Egypt and Obourland, as a
brand,” he says. “Obourland is associated
with the best Egyptian cheese; now with
new projects abroad, it will not only be
local.”

Ashraf Hamed Sherif
CEO – Obourland for Food Industries
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Evergrow
Partner for Growth

The worldwide covid-19 pandemic and associated lock-
downs have hit the global economy hard in 2020. But 
as the international economy recovers, it is becoming 
clear that countries that reacted quickly and decisively 
to support economic activity will be strongly-placed to 
take advantage of the next round of growth. One of these 
is Egypt, where the government announced a $6.4bn 
stimulus package and a range of measures designed to 
power business through the crisis. As noted by KPMG in 
a September 2020 overview, these included a 9% cut in 
electricity tariff s for industry; the central bank allocating 
$1.2bn to support the stock exchange; and immediate 
fi nancing for the import of key commodities.

ny of these measures are 
argeted at the crucial industrial 
ector, which accounted for 

16.7% of GDP in the 2017/18 fi scal 
year, according to a study by PWC. 
Manufactured goods made up 47% of 
exports in 2017, making them a crucial 
foreign currency earner. The government 
has set ambitious targets for industry 
value-added to account for 18% of GDP 
by 2030, with the aim of raising sector 
growth to 10% annually.
  Leading Egyptian fertiliser producer, 
Evergrow aims to be a key part of this 
story, partnering with foreign investors 
and international counterparts to expand 
its position globally. The company has 
leveraged its three decades experience 
in the industry, and Egypt’s competitive 
advantages, to become a regional leader, 
and is the partner of choice for investors 
looking to participate in the remarkable 
growth of the African fertiliser market. 
Founded as a trading company in the 
1990s when Egypt liberalised its fertiliser 
sector, it launched manufacturing activities 
in 2006 with a $400m investment in a plant 
focused on sulfate of potassium, Calcium 
Chloride, NPK fertilisers, and calcium 
nitrate, benefi tting from Egypt’s relatively 
low-cost base and geographical location. 
Evergrow is now a diversifi ed and fully 
integrated company with a strong core of 
production activity. 
  “We have a newly-appointed expert 
management team, backed up by a very 
strong technical team,” says Eng. 

Mohamed El Kheshen, Evergrow’s 
chairman. “Our advantage is that we 
have a view of the whole fi eld, knowing 
all sides of the business, from trade 
to manufacturing. We know what the 
market needs, and we’re the best-known 
company bridging between global and 
local markets.”
  The company off ers partners 
technical advantages including three 
ISO certifi cates, and an additional 
certifi cate for exporting to the European 
Union (REACH), the world’s largest 
economy. Existing partners include 
leading European companies which buy 
Evergrow’s products and sell it under 
their own brands. Its long experience of 
exporting to markets with stringent import 
standards and high competition – including 
Japan, the USA, and Canada, as well as 
the EU – provide a guarantee of quality for 
buyers.
  The company currently exports to 
more than 70 markets worldwide, and is 
continuing the expansion of its production 
capacity to keep pace with its global 
expansion. As such, it is open for co-
investors in its production complex, which 
currently has capacity to produce 400,000 
tons of potassium sulfate, 110,000 tons of 
calcium chloride, 290,000 tons of sulphuric 
acid, and 40,000 tons of phosphoric acid. 
“This project is one of the top projects in 
the sector anywhere in the world,” says El 
Kheshen. “It’s unique.”
  Evergrow is focusing on expansion in 
Africa in particular. The continent 

currently accounts for around a third of 
the company’s sales, a proportion it aims 
to increase to 50%. Market intelligence 
fi rm Mordor Intelligence forecasts that the 
African fertiliser market will grow by 5.1% 
annually between 2020 and 2025, and 
off ers “the greatest growth opportunities 
with respect to fertilizer consumption” 
globally. Meanwhile, Evergrow will 
continue to develop its position in Europe, 
and look to build market share in Latin 
America.
  The company is open to a range 
of investment partners to power 
this expansion. “We are very keen 
on accepting private equity and we 
are preparing the company for a PE 
partnership,” says El Kheshen. “It depends 
on what the partner can off er.”
  Evergrow’s leadership will prioritise 
investors with knowledge of the fertiliser 
sector, fi nancial investors capabilities, or 
those with strategic market knowledge 
of areas  where the company intends 
to grow. Partners will tap into not only 
Evergrow’s strengths, but Egypt. “We have 
low labour costs, climate and resources 
to produce quality fertilisers, ports on 
the Mediterranean and Red Sea, and a 
strategic market position,” El Keshen says. 
“Through our quality, we represent Egypt 
as well.”

Mohamed El Kheshen
Chairman - Evergrow
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Egypt’s unbelievable recent growth trajectory was impacted by Covid-19, but the country has
weathered the storm much better than most others. GDP had already soared in recent years,
rising from 2.9% in 2014 to hit 4.4% in 2015, 5.3% in 2018, and 5.6% in 2019. While expansion
will moderate as a result of the pandemic, Egypt is one of the world’s few large economies ex-
pected to avoid a recession in 2020, with GDP growth forecast to hit 3.5% this year.

al estate is an especially popular
ector for investors, as Egypt is one
f the few countries in the region

to offer off-plan sales. Recent currency
devaluation has also improved the foreign
investment case, meaning companies like
Palm Hills Developments, an undisputed
leader in Egyptian real estate, will continue
to play an important role in the country’s
development.

As an innovative, fully integrated
developer with a deep history and long
track record of successful project delivery,
Palm Hills has been driving Egypt’s
economic growth since it was established
21 years ago. The company has gone
from strength to strength over the years,
cementing its brand and reputation as a
top player in the industry with investments
in residential, hospitality, commercial, and
mixed-use projects.

Yaseen Mansour, chairman and CEO of
Palm Hills, has a very clear understanding
of what sets his company apart from the
competition:

“We have put a lot of effort in
strengthening our brand. At the end of the
day you must look at every developer and
see which one is more efficient and has
more added value; and we’re working on
both these fronts. We’re working on being
efficient in our buildings, we’re working on
design, marketing and the brand we have,
and implementing new technologies, such
as artificial intelligence.”

At the same time, a wave of government
investment in infrastructure in the years
since 2013 has created the perfect
conditions for new investment and projects.
Billions were channeled into new projects
that increased employment and incomes,
and had the added benefit of reducing
travel times to areas just outside of Cairo,
further bolstering Palm Hills’ activities.

“We’ve seen unbelievable infrastructure
projects recently, the likes of which haven’t
been seen for the last 50-60 years in
Egypt. Infrastructure is the key to boosting
employment, so we were able to employ

Palm Hills Developments
From strength to strength

a lot of people very quickly to solve this
big unemployment problem. All the new
infrastructure has also helped developers
realize the ‘closeness of land:’ what was
once two hours away in 2012 is maybe now
15-20 minutes away, which has created
appetite for real estate to develop areas
outside of Cairo,” Mansour explained.

Palm Hills is the developer of choice for
both Egyptians and foreign investors, and
a trusted government partner, collaborating
closely with public officials to ensure value-
added offerings including foreign residency
for its buyers. It has risen to the top through
successful delivery of dozens of world-class
projects.

The company began building its massive
portfolio with the launch of Palm Hills

October and its extension, followed by
Palm Hills Bamboo, marking the beginning
of a series of niche, high-end offerings that
continued with an expansion into eastern
Cairo with the Palm Hills Katameya project.

With a clear view in mind to diversify its
offering beyond luxury real estate, Palm
Hills turned its attention to new growth
areas and a host of diverse real estate
products, developing affordable units for
new families with the launch of The Village,
Village Gate, Village Gardens, and Village
Avenue in eastern Cairo, as well as Palm
Parks and Casa in the west.

From there the company expanded to
the Mediterranean Sea and Red Sea with
projects including Hacienda Bay, Hacienda
White, and Tawaya. More residential

Yaseen Mansour
CEO – Palm Hills Developments



More recently, Palm Hills launched the first Palm 
Hills located outside of Cairo, the Palm Hills 
Alexandria, as well as Hale Town, a flagship 
wellness and medical hub, and Golf Central, the 
company’s first office development, which was 
announced in 2019. It is also moving to develop 
the first Egyptian boutique hotels on the North 
Coast, Mazeej and Le Sidi.
  Today the company’s portfolio spans more 
than 13.3 million sq m. All told, these projects 
are home to nearly 6000 residential units varying 
in size from 150 to 2000 sq m, while 70% of their 
land has been allocated to lush greenery and 
multifaceted landscapes. Projects in west Cairo 
have nearly 200,000 sq m of dedicated service 
and retail facilities serving residents and visitors. 
Palm Hills employs more than 500,000 people 
directly and indirectly, making it a pillar of the 
Egyptian economy.
  The company’s financial track record has also 
been stellar in recent years: in 2018, the total 
number of units sold rose by 45% y-o-y to 3102, 
while sales revenues rose by 18% y-o-y to hit 
$800 million. Commercial sales surged by a 
remarkable 168%, and the company was also 
able to cut its debt by 45% in 2018. 
  Growth continued last year, with new sales 
rising by 20% y-o-y to hit a record $950 million, 
while cash flow operations hit an all-time high of 
$110 million. Net profits rose by 4% in the same 
year to hit $54.1 million, while the company’s net 
profit margin rose by three percentage points to 
hit 14%. 
  Perhaps most significantly, Palm Hills attained 
record-breaking sales in the three months to 
December 2020, despite the challenges brought 

on by the pandemic. Its Q3 earnings report tells 
an equally positive story: new sales rose by 42% 
y-o-y to hit $190 million, putting the company on 
track to meeting its annual sales target of $770 
million.
  “When Covid happened, in Egypt, like 
everywhere else, it was difficult. We had a 
very difficult April, for example. But in the real 
estate sector we’ve seen a very good recovery 
beginning in May, and things were even better 
in June 2020. In fact this year was probably the 
best June ever for the company as far as sales,” 
Mansour recounted. 
  Palm Hills’ strong focus on customer 
satisfaction also helped it mount an extremely 
effective response to the first wave of the 
Covid-19, as Mansour described:
  “Regarding Covid19 we did a pretty good 
job as a company, we wanted to ensure our 
customers were safe and satisfied. We also 
felt we had to give back to the country, so we 
donated to the Ministry of Health; we gave 
them a 200-bedroom hotel we own in Cairo 
for free, with food and everything included. 
For our clients we offered on-call doctors and 
maintained space in the donated hotel for those 
who needed it.  We also supplied masks, gloves, 
sanitizers to homes, and we sanitized their 
homes for free. It created a family feeling with 
our clients and community.”
  As the company looks to the future and post-
Covid recovery, Mansour has his sights set 
on its biggest and most ambitious project yet: 
Badya, the Creative City. Stretching across 3000 
acres, Badya is a fully integrated smart city and 
the jewel in the Palm Hills portfolio. Although 

is one of Egypt’s most innovative real estate 
developments, it has been designed with 
affordability in mind. 
  Architects incorporated urban planning 
principles that maximize natural features and 
reduce exposure to the elements, significantly 
bringing down the cost of air-conditioning. 
Units are also designed for maximum water 
efficiency, with the end result of both these 
measures being a 40% reduction in the cost 
of living. Smart sensors enable maintenance 
crews to detect problems immediately, and 
the city will also include renewable energy 
components such as solar panels. Because of 
this, Badya is the first “new city” in the Middle 
East that will be in full compliance with UN 
sustainability principles.
  “Badya is a dream,” said Mansour, “We’ve 
gained so much experience since we first 
started decades ago, and it is this experience 
that makes Badya possible. We’re creating an 
integrated community, but one that also offers 
exclusivity, including facial recognition security 
systems and fate entry. As it is a cognitive city, 
we also have plans to build two universities 
and an unmatched sporting club. We’ve put a 
lot of effort and our knowledge and know-how 
into this project, and I think it is the future of 
Palm Hills.”
  A company evolving from strength to 
strength.
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Egypt’s economic growth could surge to 5.4% in 2022,
according to a November 2020 review by ratings agency
Standard&Poor’s, as the competitive advantages of the
Arab World’s most populous country reassert themselves.
S&P forecasts solid growth of 2.5% in the 2020/21 fiscal
year, despite the setbacks of the coronavirus pandemic
and associated global recession. The agency reaffirmed its
“stable” outlook for Egypt’s credit rating. Egyptian Minister
of Finance Mohamed Maait noted that S&P praised the gov-
ernment’s reform programme, and its rapid response to the
economic consequences of the covid crisis.

Banque du Caire
New Momentum

he economy’s strength is driving
the growth of the banking sector,
as increasing numbers of Egyptians

open accounts, existing customers see
rising incomes, and as the opportunities
for bank lending increase thanks to
flourishing businesses and a growing
number of major projects. According to the
Central Bank of Egypt, Egyptian banks’
total financial position reached $430bn
in August 2020, up 4.2% year-on-year.
Deposits, loans, investments, and assets
abroad all increased.

This is the strong environment in which
Banque du Caire, one of the country’s
top-ten banks, expects to launch its initial
public offering (IPO). The offering by
the state-owned bank, postponed from
2020 due to the covid crisis, is keenly
anticipated by international investors.
“We were ready to launch our IPO in
March, and we had meetings with the
world’s largest investors abroad,” says
CEO Tarek Fayed. “The sentiment is very
good, and appetite from investors is very
positive.”

The IPO would be the biggest sale
of state assets in Egypt since 2008,
and an affirmation of the government’s
commitment to economic reform. It also
underlines the success that Banque
du Caire’s board has had since its
appointment in 2018, bringing a new
strategy and new energy to one of Egypt’s
oldest banks. The focus has been on
building a fully-fledged full-service bank,
with strengths in operations ranging from
credit cards through digital banking to
microfinance. The new leadership

leverages a brand with strong recognition
from nearly seven decades in operation,
3m clients, and around 250 branches
nationwide. This has helped the bank grow
strongly domestically, while also being a
partner of choice for foreign investors in
Egypt.

“We have gained large corporate
clients, and on the retail side last year
we acquired 300,000 new clients,” says
Fayed. “We’ve managed to increase
our card business, we were named the
number one bank in terms of growth by
Mastercard last year, and have been
recognized by the best bank in Egypt in
this business.”

The board has put an emphasis on
investment in both human capital and
technology, the two crucial elements for
success in banking in the 21st century. It
has strengthened relationships with both
retail and corporate clients, and revamped
many of its departments, including its Debt
and Structured finance department. As
a state-owned bank, Banque du Caire is
well positioned as a financial partner for
public-private partnerships in infrastructure
development. Egypt has invested more
than $10bn in PPPs since 1990, and the
current government is a strong supporter
of involving private partners. Banque
du Caire’s growing strengths in large-
scale finance put it in pole position in this
market.

“We have started to cement a leading
role in the Debt and Structured finance
market,” says Fayed. “In the past Banque
du Caire was perceived as a participant in
big syndications, but now we arrange

the syndications and we received a lot
of mandates during the last year to lead
syndications in the market.”

It is indicative of the bank’s diversification
that another core strength is its micro-
finance portfolio, where it has a market
share of 25%, with more than 200,000
clients, and a portfolio of around $400m.
Financial inclusion is a key goal both
for Egypt and for Banque du Caire as
an institution; most of its microfinance
clients have not worked with the banking
system in the past. The bank aims to grow
its microfinance client base by 30-40%
per year, capitalising on another of its
strengths, digitisation.

Banque du Caire’s digital services
include internet banking, mobile banking,
and a mobile wallet. The latter has seen
explosive growth, from a few thousand
subscribers in 2018 to 600,000 now, in
addition to 1.9 m customer of Etisalat,
cash.

Fayed is confident that, as the Covid-19
crisis recedes, Egypt will continue to reap
the rewards of its reform programme, and
continue to be a magnet for promising
investments.

“The government and Central Bank
have embarked upon a very bold and
comprehensive reform programme,” he
says. “Since this reform programme we’ve
seen very strong and stable economic
growth of 5%-plus per year. Foreign
investments have positive sentiment about
the Egyptian economy.”

Tarek Fayed
CEO - Banque du Caire
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Egypt has mobilised nearly $16bn in financing from a range
of sources since the beginning of the covid-19 crisis, 
according to the World Bank, refl ecting increasing 
investor confi dence after a tumultuous decade. In its 
overview of the Egyptian economy, the World Bank noted 
that the International Monetary Fund has extended a 
$5.2bn standby agreement package plus a $2.8bn 
stopgap loan, while Egypt has tapped international markets 
for a $5bn sovereign Eurobond, a $0.75bn sovereign green 
bond, and a $2bn loan from a consortium of banks led by 
UAE lenders. This support during the global recession has 
been secured thanks to Egypt’s improving fi scal and 
macroeconomic position after several years of reforms.

Infi nity
The future of renewables

  ith a population nearing 100m 
 and growing at 2% per year, and 
 this robust economic 

background, Egypt’s electricity demand 
is expected to soar over the next 15 
years, requiring another 100GW of 
capacity, according to African Energy, a 
consultancy. 
  The government aims to generate 
42% of the country’s electricity from 
renewable sources by 2035, providing a 
huge opportunity for renewable investors 
– and the country’s leading renewables 
company, Infi nity.
  Infi nity is a leading partner of the Benban 
Solar Plant, widely-recognised as the 
world’s largest solar power complex. 
Located near the southern city of Aswan, 
it has installed capacity of 1.8GW and was 
commissioned in December 2019. The 
complex’s low running costs have helped 
bring down electricity prices in Egypt, 
benefi tting the broader economy.
Infi nity was born out of the challenge of 
Egypt’s 2012 power shortages, when 
the entrepreneurs behind the company 
developed a solar power unit with battery 
back-up for household use. These 
were designed to replace expensive 
and polluting diesel generators used by 
Egyptians during brownouts, particularly 
as there were also fuel shortages. This 
made the company a pioneer in the 
Egyptian solar industry.
  “We learned hard lessons, but the benefi t 
we got out of it was that we learned solar 
technology, and how it works,” says

Infi nity CEO Mohamed Mansour, who had 
puzzled over the lack of solar development 
in sunny Egypt since seeing solar panels 
on trips to Europe in the 1990s. “We were 
fortunate to have a two-year headstart.”
  When Egypt introduced its feed-in tariff  
(FIT) scheme for renewable producers in 
2014, Infi nity was able to be a fi rst mover. 
It was the fi rst company to close projects 
under the FIT programme, and has 
cemented its position as market-leader, 
now operating six utility-scale projects with 
a total installed capacity of 235.95 MWp.
  “When the renewables programme was 
established it was very easy for us to 
jump on the opportunities,” says Mansour.   
“Then we showed in that fi rst round that 
we are able to make things happen. We 
are very hands-on, and pride ourselves on 
knowing the business, getting our hands 
dirty. The regional team here constructed 
a 1MW station ourselves, putting in the 
panels and the cables.”
  As such, Infi nity is a partner of choice 
both for foreign investors and the 
government. Its fi rst developments were 
with German solar leaders ib vogt and 
Solizer, which benefi tted from Infi nity’s on-
the-ground expertise, while Mansour notes 
that his team also learned from its German 
counterparts’ experience in the business. 
In 2015, Mansour met representatives of 
the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD). The bank 
was impressed with Infi nity’s results, and 
started to collaborate with the company on 
its projects. In January 2020, the EBRD

invested $60m to become a shareholder 
in Infi nity. The funds will support the 
Egyptian company’s pipeline of renewable 
energy and electricity distribution projects, 
as well as electric vehicle charging 
stations. 
  “The EBRD has seen how we operate 
and how we get things done, and we’re 
honoured to work with them,” says 
Mansour. “It opens the doors to many 
other future investors.”
  The investment comes alongside a joint 
venture between Infi nity and Abu Dhabi’s 
renewable energy company Masdar, 
which will see Masdar invest in Infi nity’s 
projects and support its expansion in 
Africa and Levant. Having received 
these votes of confi dence from major 
international investors and acknowledging 
the Egyptian government’s commitment 
to reform and supporting businesses, 
Infi nity’s value proposition is a direct 
testimony of the growth potential Egypt 
has to off er. 
  “Over the past eight years, an industry 
has been created that was not previously 
there,” says Mansour. “What I say 
to foreign investors is that the legal 
framework is in place, and the demand 
is there, and will continue to grow. The 
fundamentals are here, and the sky is the 
limit.”

Mohamed Mansour
CEO – Infi nity

Content from 
The International Investor



The Egyptian economy has been remarkably resilient in the
face of major external headwinds in 2020, supported by a
robust and growing export base. The United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Development reports that merchan-
dise exports more than doubled between 2005 and 2019
to end the year at $29 billion, and exports are expected to
resume a steady growth path as the world emerges from
the worst of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Eastern Company
100 years of excellence

anufactured items accounted
for nearly half of total exports in
2019, and the country’s vast

and diverse manufacturing base has
played a crucial role in supporting rapid
recent economic expansion. The sector
accounts for nearly 20% of economic
activity, and it will remain an important
economic pillar in the years to come. This
leaves Eastern Company well-positioned
to maximize new investment as it moves
to expand its new high-growth markets.

Eastern Company’s history is rich and
deep. It was first incorporated in Egypt
a century ago under a decree issued
by Sultan Ahmed Fouad, and stands
today as the country’s leading cigarette
manufacturer and distributor. Eastern
Company was the first state-owned
enterprise to launch a governmental initial
public offering in March 2019, raising
$110 million by selling a 4.5% stake to
investors on the Egyptian Exchange,
and investors have been flocking to it
ever since. Hany Aman, CEO of Eastern
Company, explained how important the
company is to Egypt’s economy:

“We are the biggest company in the
Egyptian stock market, we are the
biggest contributor to the government
tax and budget, and we are the company
of Egypt. We hold a 72% market share
in Egypt. The company itself is an
installation for most of the international
investors. All of them hold our stocks
and never sell them. Even during the
pandemic, we managed to deliver to our
investors dividends that were 42% higher

than the year before.”
Egypt is the world’s 16th-largest market

of tobacco consumers, and Eastern
Company is the sole manufacturer of
cigarettes in the country, and in addition
to its own-brand market share, it also
manufactures cigarettes for leading
international tobacco companies Its
contract manufacturing business recorded
a compound annual growth rate of 22%
between 2007 and 2019.

The company’s reputation as a trusted
partner of choice is further cemented by
its institutional investors, which include
LGM Investments, Fundsmith, Coronation
Fund Managers, Allan Gray, Franklin
Templeton Investments, Ashmore, and
Russell Investments.

Strong domestic demand, particularly
during the pandemic, has supported
Eastern Company’s enviable financials.
In the nine months to April 2020, earnings
per share rose by 9.2% y-o-y, while net
profits rose by 8.1% y-o-y to hit $200
million. But as Aman explained, his
company’s is setting its sights beyond
Egypt’s borders:

“We have a great product to sell, and
there’s a lot of people that appreciate our
product, it is very competitive. We are
looking to the future and to new export
markets depending on the product. For
cigarettes, we are targeting the Arab
world, for the mu’assel we have Europe
and the US, and there are many options
for cigars. We’re turning to Africa as we
believe there is a big opportunity for our
products there, and we are also

examining the potential for diversification
into e-cigarettes.”

Domestically, it is also active in rolling
out new products and brands, most
recently the Cleopatra Black Label
cigarettes, Robusto and Mini Verona
cigars, Cleopatra Queen soft and hard
packs, and two new varieties of the Cool
cigarette.

As it celebrates its centennial
anniversary, Eastern is committed to
maintain its leading role in the sector by
maintaining a sharp focus on customer
satisfaction, and shifting its attention to
advanced technologies used in tobacco
production to bolster the socio-economic
benefits it already offers the Egyptian
economy. With that in mind, Aman is
open to new strategic partnerships and
investment agreements that will help
the company expand its international
footprint. These could include distributors
active in any of its target markets, or any
new foreign investors looking for stable
and profitable long-term ventures.

“During the first 100 years of this
company’s existence, we have been
delivering more value for our investors
year over year, especially over the last
two years. We as a company have built
a strong foundation of trust with many
global firms and big investors, and we
have never let them down. We don’t talk
about what we’ll do, we just do it. This is
why we’ve thrived for 100 years, and we
believe that we can do another 100, so
we are preparing ourselves for the next
century,” Aman concluded.

Hany Aman
MD & CEO - Eastern Company

Content from
The International Investor



Egypt Post
Developing the digital economy
New growth drivers are emerging in Egypt in the wake 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. With a domestic population 
of more than 100 million people, most of whom are still 
unbanked, Egypt off ers huge opportunities to investors 
in the fi nancial services sector. The Egyptian Postal 
Authority, or Egypt Post, is a key player in a drive to 
boost fi nancial inclusion that is being spearheaded by 
the Central Bank of Egypt and Ministry of ICT. Together, 
these entities are set to transform the country’s economy 
through digital development.

ne of the oldest government 
institutions in the country, Egypt 
Post was established in 1865, 

and renamed the Egyptian Postal 
Authority in 1982. Over the centuries it 
has played a critical role in the country’s 
development, and continues to do so 
today, most recently with the completion 
of a national postcode project in 2020. 
Dr. Sharif M. Farouk, chairman of Egypt 
Post, explained the important eff orts 
the authority is making to adapt and 
innovate in unprecedented times:
  “We have more than 4000 branches 
in all of the governorates of Egypt, 
including 43 logistics centers, three of 
which are internal offi  ces of exchange 
located in Cairo International Airport, 
Alexandria, and Port Said. This gives 
us the edge to serve our clients better. 
Digital transformation will defi nitely help 
us in bundling all our products, and in 
making strategic deals with international 
fi rms, not only in bank savings, but 
also in logistic services. Logistics in 
particular has become fundamental after 
Covid-19.”
  Egypt Post is playing a leading role 
in Egypt’s digital transformation, after 
the government partnered with the 
United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development in 2017. Under 
plans with UNCTAD, the government 
hopes to increase e-commerce’s GDP 
contribution to 2.32%. These plans will 
support Egypt Post’s eff orts become a 
services and fi nancial hub for the entire 
country, and Dr. Farouk is channeling 
considerable eff ort into removing 
barriers to e-commerce and , providing 
effi  cient infrastructure to improve access 
to fi nancial services including electronic

payments. With more than 22.6 million 
clients, the authority is well-positioned to 
expand existing infrastructure and kick-
start the country’s digital transformation. 
It is already making major progress.
  The authority is actively rolling out 
new technology and processes to build 
capacity in data and physical security, 
mobile app technology, and adoption 
of geo-space intelligence systems for 
delivery services. It has also moved 
to launch micro-savings products, 
micro-credit, and insurance services in 
partnership with licensed entities. 
  In September 2020, for example, 
Egypt Post signed an agreement with 
First Abu Dhabi Bank Egypt to provide 
fi nancial services, including remittance 
disbursement from Egyptians working 
abroad, through Egypt Post branches. 
The authority will also off er payments 
services and prepaid credit cards under 
the deal.
  “We are in the process of constructing 
new infrastructure to boost connectivity, 
fi nancial services, logistics, and 
government services, and we’ve already 
successfully launched 1600 branches. 
We aim to fi nish the remaining 2400 by 
2021. As a result of these eff orts, we’re 
seeing interest from many international 
companies, which will build on our 
existing relationships with major global 
partners. They all wanted to use our 
capabilities,” Dr. Farouk explained. 
  He is also channeling considerable 
eff ort into removing barriers to 
e-commerce, recognizing the enormous 
potential Egypt holds for expansion in 
this area. Egypt Post has already moved 
to implement an ambitious e-commerce 
strategy by incorporating ITMs and QR

codes into its operations, with the aim of 
expanding its service off erings to small- 
and medium-sized enterprises seeking 
to export abroad. 
  Egypt Post has won international 
accolades for its recent eff orts, 
receiving an Excellence Award for best 
postal development from the Africa 
Postal Union at its 40th anniversary 
celebrations in Arusha this year. 
  As he continues spearheading eff orts 
to modernize Egypt Post, bolster 
fi nancial inclusion, and unlock the 
country’s e-commerce industry, Dr. 
Farouk is setting his sights on attracting 
new foreign companies to the market. 
Egypt Post has already proved that it 
can provide quality services, audits, 
and automation, with a promise of total 
transparency in security and cash as it 
moves to forge stronger partnerships. 
Wise investors should take note, he 
argued:
  “Egypt Post is opening its door to any 
international company that wants to 
reach a huge domestic customer base 
and the wider African continent. We’ve 
already launched our e-commerce 
portal, and we are collaborating with 
some African nations. These eff orts 
benefi t from the support of the Prime 
Minister. We’re also working closely 
with stakeholders in Egypt, including 
government partners in customs, and at 
the Ministry of Finance. The next step is 
shaking hands with international fi rms 
and big names in Europe.” 

Dr. Sharif M. Farouk
Chairman - Egypt Post

Content from 
The International Investor
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Capitol around 1 p.m. and saw pepper
spray and munitions being used. He says
he then called Mayor Bowser...He later
went to the Police Command Center to
orchestrate D.C. police response. Con-
tee said the first goal, after the police
were formally invited by USCP to the
Capitol, was to help clear the building.

There are already many D.C. Police on duty
and battling protestors on the National
Mall to the west and below the Capitol
Complex, which is Congressional proper-
ty. The United States Capitol Building is
located at the eastern end of the National
Mall on a plateau 88 feet above the level
of the Potomac River, commanding a west-
ward view across Reflecting Pool to the 
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CHAPTER 4:

No Perimeter Defense

1:00 PM: An initial wave of protesters
arrives at the outer barricades below the
west side of the Capitol as thousands
more march towards the building.

Elijah Schaffer of The Blaze later tweets
a video: “This is exact moment the siege
of the Capitol building began as the two
men in front ripped down a preliminary
barrier & rushed officers who were behind
a 2nd barrier They then encouraged others 
to follow their lead. Officers appeared 
to be taken completely off guard.”

1:00 PM: USCP Chief Steven Sund
calls Acting D.C. Police Chief Robert J.
Contee, requesting officers for the pro-
tection of the Capitol complex itself.

Contee later says he arrived at the 

Washington Monument 1.4 miles away.

1:03 PM: Schaffer of The Blaze tweets:
“... Never seen anything like this. In-
sane. Thousands occupying.”

1:03 PM: Vice President Mike Pence calls
the Joint Session of Congress to order in
the House of Representatives chamber.

“After ascertainment has been had
that the certificates are authentic and
correct in form, the tellers will count
and make a list of the votes cast by
the electors of the several States.”

He receives the certificate of the
electoral vote of the States of Ala-
bama and Alaska, without objection.

1:04 PM: Slate’s Jim Newell tweets:
“In the House. No social distancing on
the GOP side, and there are many more
Republicans in the chamber to begin with. 
But just about everyone is masked.”

1:05 PM: Rebecca Tan of The Washing-
ton Post tweets: “Protesters are charging
toward the Captiol [sic] steps. Some
tried to scale the construction structures 
[started for the January 20 Inaugura-



31N E W S W E E K . C O M

tion] and have been tackled by police....
Capitol police trying to hold them back.”

1:09 PM: USCP Chief Sund says he asks
House Sergeant at Arms Paul D. Irving
and Senate Sergeant at Arms Michael C.
Stenger to declare an emergency and call
for deployment of the D.C. National Guard.

Irving and Stenger state that they will
forward the request up their chains of
command. According to The Washington
Post, soon afterward, aides to Congres-
sional leaders arrive in Stenger’s office
and are outraged to learn that he has
not yet called for any reinforcement.

The sergeant at arms is the chief law
enforcement and protocol officer for each
house of Congress, each responsible for
maintaining order on their sides. The
sergeant at arms is also responsible for
coordinating with the U.S. Capitol Police
and various federal intelligence agen-
cies to assess threats against members
of Congress and the Capitol complex.

1:10 PM: As the crowds continue to
arrive at the Capitol by the thousands,
protesters continue to fight with po-

lice at the foot of the Capitol steps.
The Washington Post writes: “Very

quickly, the crowd outnumbered the Capitol
Police, who had expected a far smaller
gathering, according to law enforcement
officials. Police had set up barricades
outside the building as a show of police
presence, but the protesters simply ignored
them—easily knocking them over and
hopping over them. Dozens of protesters
pushed onto the steps and ledges of the
building on all sides. On the grand stair-
case opposite the Library of Congress [on
the east, or other side of the building],
there were only a handful of officers...”

Schaffer of The Blaze tweets a fright-
ening video: “...Trump supporters have
breached the Capitol building, tearing
down 4 layers of security fencing and are
attempting to occupy the building—fight-
ing federal police who are overrun This
is the craziest thing I’ve ever seen in my
life. Thousands, police can’t stop them.”

1:11 PM: President Trump’s speech on the
Ellipse ends. The President had told the
crowd that he would be there with them at
the Capitol. (He never joins the crowd.)

At the conclusion of his speech, 

tens of thousands of more protest-
ers begin their walk to the Capitol.

The U.S. Park Police initially estimates
that 8,000 walk from the rally to the
Capitol. This proves to be a vast un-
dercount of those present in Washing-
ton, D.C., and on the Mall that day.

1:12 PM: Speaker Pelosi again reminds
members of the House of her “decorum
requirements...in accordance with the
guidance of the Attending Physician” that
they should only remain in the chamber 
if they are participating in debate...

1:12 PM: As the electoral vote certification
continues, Rep. Paul A. Gosar (R-AZ) and
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) object to certify-
ing Arizona’s electoral college votes.

Gosar says he is speaking for him-
self and 60 colleagues. When asked by
Vice President Pence if their objection
is in writing and signed by a senator,
he answers yes, by Senator Cruz.

Slate’s Newell tweets: “Democrats
groan, Republicans give standing
ovation to Ted Cruz and Paul Go-
sar when they object to Arizona.”
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Vice President Pence announces that
each house will deliberate separately on
the pending objection. The chambers
split up into House and Senate groups.

1:14 PM: Sarah Ferris of Politico tweets:
“WOW Hill staff just got this alert “Mad-
ison [Building]: EVACUATE. Proceed to
your designated assembly area. USCP.”

At 1:16 PM, Melanie Zanona of Politico
tweets: “...Not uncommon for building
evacuations and false alarms, but everyone
on high alert with all the protests today.”

1:18 PM: Acting DHS Secretary Wolf
tweets from the U.S. Navy base in Bah-
rain, where he is finishing up a European
and Middle East trip, but nothing about
what is happening in Washington, D.C.

The Acting Secretary of the Department
of Homeland Security (DHS), though a
vociferous Trump booster, is strangely ab-
sent from Washington, D.C., on January 6,
testament to either how poorly prepared
his department was, or intentionally.
Either way, DHS, the lead in the National
Security Special Event slated to begin on
January 15 for Joe Biden’s inauguration,
barely shows up January 6. The Secret
Service, a semi-autonomous agency eaten
up by DHS after its creation following
9/11, seems the only sentient agency, odd
given how many law enforcement officers
of DHS components—Customs and
Border Protection, ICE, TSA, Homeland
Security Investigation, Federal Protective 
Service, Federal Air Marshalls—were
active in the summer and fall of 2020,
intervening wherever they felt necessary
regardless of governors and local laws.

1:21 PM: Richard Hall of The Inde-
pendent tweets: “Police are firing what
appear to be paintballs into the crowd.”
He is first to report that: “Some sort of
flash bang just went off above crowd.”

1:22 PM: Casey J. Wooten of Nation-
al Journal tweets: “Lots of Cap police
on first floor of the [Capitol] building. I
walked by two in riot gear washing out
their eyes in a fountain and asked them 
if they’re all right. ‘Nah,’ one said.”

1:22 PM: USCP officially orders the
evacuation of outer buildings of the Capitol 

Complex, including the Library of Congress,
the Madison Building annex and the Cannon
House Office Building on Independence
Avenue. Ferris of Politico tweets: “Cannon
House office building [is]...being evacuated,
per multiple sources. Capitol police just
went door by door, running down hallways.”
There are rumors of “a suspicious package.”

1:26 PM: Jazmine Ulloa of The Bos-
ton Globe tweets a video: “No com-
ment from senators on the walk
back from the House chamber...”

At 1:28 PM, Tan of The Washington
Post tweets a video from the ground at
the base of the temporary inauguration
platform on the west side of the Cap-
itol: “They’ve stormed the steps. Hun-
dreds are climbing over each other...”

At 1:29 PM, Wooten of National Jour-
nal optimistically tweets: “They have
not breached the building. There are
no protestors in the Capitol. They’re
pushed back a temporary fence.”

1:30 PM: As the crowd on the west side of
the Capitol gets closer, U.S. Capitol Police
retreat up the building’s steps. Tens of
thousands more protesters are marching
up Constitution Avenue to join the crowd,
now pushing the police out of the way.

1:30 PM: The New York Times reports
USCP Chief Sund requests help from DHS.

1:33 PM: Hall of The Independent, re-
porting from the base of the west side of
the Capitol, tweets: “Police now spraying
the front [of the crowd] with something.”

According to The New York Times,
President Trump is reportedly “initially
pleased” by events at the Capitol as he
watches them unfold, and “disregard[s]
aides pleading with him to intercede.” Sen.
Ben Sasse (R-NE) later says that White
House aides say that President Trump is
“delighted,” while “walking around the
White House confused about why other
people on his team [are]n’t as excited.”

1:34 PM: Secretary of the Army Ryan
McCarthy has a phone call with Mayor
Bowser in which she requests permis-
sion to use National Guard forces. DOD
says that she asked for “an unspeci-
fied number of additional forces.”

The comment by the Pentagon is clearly
intended to shift responsibility when it
is not Mayor Bowser’s responsibility to
know how many soldiers are needed.

1:35 PM: Senate Majority Leader McCon-
nell says, at the opening of the Senate de-
bate, that failing to certify the results of the
presidential election under false pretenses
would push democracy into a “death spiral.”

“The Constitution gives us here in
Congress a limited role. We cannot simply
declare ourselves a national board of elec-
tions on steroids. The voters, the courts and
the states have all spoken...If we overrule
them it will damage our Republic forever.”

1:41 PM: Sarah D. Wire of the Los Angeles
Times later writes that she received a text
message from a House staffer forward-
ing an alert from Capitol Police. “I had
been following events on Twitter and was
aware that protesters were outside the 
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Capitol. The alert unnerved me, but this
is the Capitol, and threats are common.”

1:44 PM: Ulloa of The Boston Globe
tweets from inside the Capitol Rotun-
da: “...we could hear Trump’s supporters
cheering outside after senators walked
back to their chamber from the House...”

1:44 PM: Rep. Nancy Mace (R-SC)
tweets: “Just evacuated my office in
Cannon due to a nearby threat...”

1:45 PM: Sarah Fortinsky of CNN tweets
a video taken from a Capitol building third
floor window looking west, with protesters
now at the top of the steps and thousands
more covering Pennsylvania Avenue,
spilling out onto the National Mall: “As
protestors began storming the Capitol.”

1:49 PM: Commander of the D.C. National
Guard Major General William J. Walker
speaks to USCP Chief Sund, who requests 
immediate National Guard assistance.

Neither General Walker nor Mayor
Bowser has the authority to activate
their troops. That authority legally
rests with the President, who uniquely
commands the D.C. National Guard.

1:53 PM: Slate’s Newell tweets of still
contained crowds in front of the Supreme
Court in front of the Capitol, seemingly held
back by barriers: “Not bad on east side...”

1:55 PM: David Begnaud of CBS
News tweets: “Small number of Trump
supporters try to storm the U.S. cap-
itol and get stopped. Quickly.”

1:57 PM: The National Security Council
(NSC) tweets a routine meeting that White
House National Security Advisor has with
U.S. Southern Command head Admiral
Craig Faller. It says they discuss impor-
tance of Latin America and the Caribbean,
ongoing regional missions, counter-nar-
cotics operations, promoting democracy,
and outcompeting America’s adversaries.”

1:58 PM: House Minority Leader Rep.
Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) tweets: “Thank
you to Capitol Police for protecting the
People’s House. Protesters have a Con-
stitutionally-protected right to be heard, 
but I urge them to remain peaceful.”

2:00 PM: According to WUSA9, the
CBS-affiliated television station in Wash-
ington: “It was around 2:00 p.m. when the
gates on the east and west sides of the
Capitol were breached. On the east side,
there were about 10 U.S. Capitol Police
officers that kept the chanting crowd at
bay at the bottom of the steps. For four
minutes, that’s where they stayed, until
they were joined by more U.S. Capitol
Police officers, some in full riot gear.”

“Two minutes later, the insurrectionists
overtook the Capitol Police forcing them to
turn around and retreat toward the doors
of the Capitol. Seconds later, one insurgent
stood at the top of the Capitol stairs waving
a Trump flag. For them, it was a sign that
they had seized control of the steps.”

There were some U.S. Capitol Police
officers near those stairs, but they stood 
aside, as pro-Trump rioters snapped 
selfies and continued to cheer.”

2:00 PM: The Pentagon says that at around
2 PM, D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser requested
“more assistance.” It claims that Acting
Secretary Christopher Miller immediately
called up 1,100 members of the DC Guard.”

Not so immediately. There would be
another two hours of deliberations before 
D.C. National Guard actually arrived,
and many internal discussions about
the mission of the Guard: first, that it
would only support the D.C. Police, until
Miller and others relented in providing
direct support to the U.S. Capitol Police
and then authorizing Guardsmen to be 
armed and use force if necessary.

2:02 PM: Igor Bobic of Huffington Post
tweets: “Press gallery staff alerting
reporters to the plan in the event that 
protesters get into the Capitol....”

2:03 PM: Perry Stein of The Washington
Post tweets: “EMTs just rolled out a man 

in serious distress. Unclear if connected
to protests or medical emergency. Oth-
er protesters cleaning eyes from what 
they said is tear gas from police.”

2:03 PM: Slate’s Jim Newell tweets that
crowds, seeing the capture of the front
steps, are now breaking through distant
barricades in front of the Supreme Court
and Library of Congress and rushing the
Capitol building: “Things have changed.”

2:04 PM: Burgess Everett of Politico
tweets: “Audio message plays in Cap-
itol building: Stay away from windows 
and doors. Kind of unsettling.”

2:05 PM: Bobic of Huffington Post tweets:
“... Apparently they just closed the iron 
doors at the front of the Capitol.”

2:08 PM: Leigh Ann Caldwell of NBC News
tweets a video taken from a north-fac-
ing window in the Cannon House Office
Building of the Capitol front, where the
crowd has now taken control of the plaza
and mounted the steps: “This is what’s
happening at the steps of the Capitol,
which isn’t allowed to have people.”

2:09 PM: Bobic of Huffington
Post tweets: “Here’s the view from 
the east side of the Capitol.”

2:10 PM: The Washington Post reports:
“After 2:10 p.m., a man in the crowd swung
a clear plastic riot shield to break through
first-floor windows on the Capitol’s south
side, making a hole big enough to climb
through. A stream of protesters pushed
in. Police said those first trespassers then
opened one or more doors to let more of
the swelling, chanting mob inside. Police
tried to disperse the group with pepper
balls and smoke bombs, but more peo-
ple came in behind those at the front.”

CHAPTER 5:

Capitol breach
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2:15 PM: Matt Laslo of @TheNews_Station
tweets a video: “They breached the Capitol.”

2:15 PM: Sarah D. Wire of the Los Angeles
Times later writes: “...I headed up the stairs
and into the [House side] press offices to
see if I could learn more. The office’s emer-
gency radio crackled to life. Then came a
woman’s voice, one that seemed panicked:
“Due to an external security threat located
on the West Front of the U.S. Capitol
Building, no entry or exit is permitted at
this time...stay away from exterior windows
and doors. If you are outside, seek cover.”

“...It was 2:15 p.m. After typing out
an update for my editors, I looked over
the railing into the chamber and noticed
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi...second
in line to the presidency, was gone...

“...Then police shut and locked the
doors. Police interrupted the proceed-
ings to announce that tear gas had
been deployed in the rotunda.”

2:16 PM: Bobic of Huffington Post tweets
scenes of protesters inside the Capitol
building. A number of USCP officers are
seen, as are members of the news media.
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2:10 PM: The Washington Post reports
that House Sergeant at Arms Paul Ir-
ving calls USCP Chief Steven Sund and
provides formal approval to him to seek
assistance from the D.C. National Guard.

2:11 PM: Elijah Schaffer of The Blaze
tweets: “...Trump supporters have
breached the Capitol building, tearing
down 4 layers of security...fighting fed-
eral police who are overrun. This is the
craziest thing I’ve ever seen in my life.
Thousands, police can’t stop them.”

2:11 PM: Vice President Pence is removed
from the Senate chamber by his Secret Ser-
vice detail, under personal protection pro-
tocols and Continuity of Government rules.

Grace Segers of CBS News writes: “Sen-
ate gallery staffers were shouting ‘lock the
doors,’ and it was clear that the situation
was serious. Reporters were ushered into
the press gallery above the Senate chamber,
and the doors were locked. We could hear
the muffled sound of the rioters outside.”

PBS reports: “At first the commotion
outside the Senate chamber sounded like
a routine disturbance to the members
inside, the kind of small-scale protest
that often takes place at the Capitol.

“Then a Senate aide burst through
a door into the chamber.”

“As senators seated at their desks
watched with surprise, the aide raced
down an aisle towards the dais, where Vice
President Mike Pence was presiding...In
a matter of moments, the vice president
gaveled a recess and was whisked away.”

USCP Chief Sund accompa-
nies Pence to a “secure location” 
within the Capitol complex.

Though Vice President Pence would be
held and protected in a secure location,
he never left Capitol Hill on January 6.

2:14 PM: Speaker Nancy Pelosi, second in
line to the presidency, is removed from the
House chamber under Continuity of Govern-
ment rules, and rushed to a secure location.

2:14 PM: Everett of Politico tweets:
“Oh my goodness we are shelter-
ing in place in the Senate.”

Ali Zaslav of CNN tweets: “The
Capitol is on lockdown—we are 
staying in place inside.”
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2:16 PM: Ulloa of The Boston Globe
tweets a video: “Protestors have en-
tered the Capitol.” The video shows
protesters walking up the stairs, with
Capitol Police getting out of their way.

2:16 PM: Slate’s Newell tweets:
“Door on the east front. They [the 
protestors] are right here.”

He tweets again at 2:21 PM, video of
people now banging on the doors.

2:18 PM: Schaffer of The Blaze tweets a
video of protesters spraying police with
pepper spray or something equivalent: 

“revolution in process as Trump supporters
break into the Capitol building, attacking
police, breaking windows, and knocking
down doors...The people have pushed
through & are storming to main chambers.”

2:18 PM: As Rep. Paul Gosar (R-AZ) is
speaking, the House is declared in recess.

2:19 PM: As Sen. James Lankford (R-OK) is
speaking, the Senate is declared in recess:
“The Senate will stand in recess until the call
of the chair...Protesters are in the building.”

CQ Roll Call reporter Chris Cioffi, seated
in the press gallery overlooking the Senate
floor, noticed someone rush into the cham-
ber and head for Iowa Sen. Charles E. Grass-
ley, a Republican who also holds the con-
stitutional office of president pro tempore.

“Someone rushed in, and it felt like
they were running down to Grassley
and saying he needed to get up to the
presiding officer’s desk,” Cioffi said.
“They kind of jerked him up there.”

Cioffi couldn’t see it, but the consti-
tutional Senate president, also known
as Vice President Mike Pence, was
being rushed out of the chamber.

“Lankford, he stopped talking, and
then Grassley gaveled out and said there’d
be a 10-minute recess,” Cioffi said.

“...Shortly after the recess was called,
Grassley also was escorted from the
chamber, and the senators were locked in,”
Cioffi said. “A veteran Capitol officer stood
at the president’s podium and told members 
to take their seats and clear the aisles.”

Members of the Senate are in-
structed to evacuate the chambers.

2:19 PM: Steven Nelson of the New
York Post tweets more video of pro-
testers coming up the stairs inside the
Capitol building: “Trump protesters
are demanding to see senators.”

2:20 PM: Ulloa of The Boston Globe
tweets at the front of the Capitol: “...
They are banging on the door. They 
have broken the glass window.”

2:20 PM: Sarah Ferris of Politico tweets:
“JUST NOW on the floor: Capitol Police
officer addressing the House floor: ‘We
had a breach of the Capitol building.’”

2:22 PM: Secretary of the Army Ryan
McCarthy has a phone call with Mayor 

Bowser and other D.C. leaders. They request 
additional D.C. National Guard support.

2:23 PM: Nelson of the New York
Post tweets a dramatic video: “Trump
protesters just discharged a fire extin-
guisher outside Senate chamber.”

2:23 PM: Ulloa of The Boston Globe tweets
a video: “A dense group of protestors has
shattered the windows of the Capitol. We
can hear roaring chants of ‘USA’ outside.”

2:24 PM: Daniella Diaz of CNN tweets:
“ALL Capitol staff (as well as report-
ers) are being asked to lock themselves
in their offices due to a security threat 
inside the building, immediately.”

2:24 PM: Ashan Benedict, head of the
Washington field office of the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
(part of the Department of Justice) says:
“They had apparently more bear spray and
pepper spray and chemical munitions than
we did...We’re coming up with plans to
counteract their chemical munitions with
some of our own less-than-lethal devices,
so these conversations are going on as this 
chaos is unfolding in front of my eyes.”

2:24 PM: President Trump tweets: “Mike
Pence didn’t have the courage to do
what should have been done to protect
our Country and our Constitution, giving
States a chance to certify a corrected set
of facts, not the fraudulent or inaccurate
ones which they were asked to previ-
ously certify. USA demands the truth!”

2:24 PM: The Washington Post reports
that on Parler and Gab, right-wing–friend-
ly social media sites, Trump followers
urge the crowd in Washington to find
and accost Vice President Pence. Within
minutes, the chant arose from factions of
the mob at the Capitol: “Where is Pence?”

2:26 PM: D.C. Mayor Bowser, Acting
Police Chief Robert Contee and city
government officials, together with
USCP Chief Sund have a conference call 
with the commander of the D.C. Na-
tional Guard Major General Walker.

According to The Washington Post:
Major General Walker patches in the Office
of the Secretary of the Army. Director of
the Army staff Lt. General Walter E. Piatt 
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says that DOD needs U.S. Capitol Police
authorization to operate within the area
controlled by Congress. The conference
call discussion becomes “unintelligi-
ble” amidst the cacophony of voices.

Contee asks for clarification from USCP
Chief Sund: “Steve, are you requesting
National Guard assistance at the Capitol?”

Sund replies, “I am making ur-
gent, urgent, immediate request
for National Guard assistance.”

Lt. General Piatt states, “I don’t like the
visual of the National Guard standing a po-
lice line with the Capitol in the background.”
He says that he prefers that the Guard
relieve police around other parts of the Dis-
trict to allow more D.C. Police at the Capitol.

Contee pleads with Lt. General Piatt
to send the Guard, but Lt. General Piatt
says he will take it up with Army Secretary
McCarthy, but that he would not recom-
mend that approval for direct assistance.

D.C. officials are described as “flab-
bergasted.” McCarthy would later state
that he was not in this conference
call because he was busy in a meet-
ing with Acting Secretary Miller.

2:26 PM: After hearing that the Pentagon
was refusing the D.C. National Guard from
providing assistance, Virginia Public Safety
Secretary Brian Moran decides to dispatch
Virginia State Police to the Capitol, under
mutual aid agreements with the District.

2:28 PM: Bobic of Huffington Post
tweets: “Looks like a lot more pro-
testers walking through the Rotun-
da toward the House chamber.”

2:30 PM: Acting Defense Secretary
Miller, JCS chairman General Mark
Milley and Army Secretary McCarthy
again meet to discuss Mayor Bowser’s
request for D.C. National Guard forces.

2:31 PM: Bobic of Huffington Post
tweets: “That’s the confederate flag
flying outside the Senate chamber.”

2:31 PM: Michael Brice-Saddler of
The Washington Post tweets from
the west side of the Capitol: “...peo-
ple are talking about breaching the
building to “tell them how we feel.”

2:31 PM: Mayor Bowser tweets: “To-
day, I’m ordering a citywide curfew 

for the District of Columbia from 6:00
p.m. on Wednesday, January 6, until
6:00 a.m. on Thursday, January 7.”

2:32 PM: Ferris of Politico tweets: “Inside
the House chamber, starting to get slightly
frantic. Capitol police warning people they 
may need to go behind theirs seats...”

“...They are now as close 
as in the rotunda area.”

2:33 PM: Former acting White House Chief
of Staff Mick Mulvaney tweets: “Now is the
time for the President to be presidential.”

2:33 PM: The office of Sen. Ted Cruz
(R-TX) sends out a fundraising email. He
asks people to “stand with” him in his
fight to “reject electors.” An aide to Cruz
later told Politico that the email was an
automated message and that he was
“dismayed” by what was happening. “He
would not send this out,” the aide said.

2:35 PM: Ulloa of The Boston Globe tweets
a video from a Capitol window looking
southeast: “We’ve been told rioters have
breached the third floor of the Capitol.
Here’s the view from the windows.”

Ulloa later wrote: “...a guard was telling
us the rioters had breached the third floor
near where we stood and told us to find
a place to hide. But there was no room
to hide in, so we wandered from hallway
to hallway until we found our way back
to the Senate gallery and another re-
porter let us in. We grabbed our things,
as security officers swept us alongside
senators to a secure undisclosed location.

McConnell lumbered just inch-
es in front of me, walking with the 
help of a security officer.”

2:36 PM: Ferris of Politico tweets:
“Masks being distributed to members
and press “We had a dispersement
[sic] of tear gas in the rotunda.”
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2:38 PM: President Trump tweets his
first acknowledgement of the riots:
“Please support our Capitol Police and
Law Enforcement. They are truly on the
side of our Country. Stay peaceful!”

At 2:39 PM, independent reporter Brendan
Gutenschwager tweets a video of protest-
ers breaking first floor Capitol windows
and climbing up into the building.

2:39 PM: Sen. Seth Moulton (D-MA)
tweets: “We are being told to shelter
in place not because of a foreign ter-
rorist attack but because of a domes-
tic coup attempt. I expected this as a
US Marine in Iraq. I never imagined it
as a US Congressman in America.”

Segers of CBS News writes: “Senators
were on their phones, presumably calling
loved ones, as police officers eyed the
locked doors [in the Senate Gallery]. At
one point, Senator Amy Klobuchar shouted 

the chamber crack. I peeked into the
chamber as Rep. Markwayne Mullin
(R-OK) attempted to reason with those
attempting to push their way inside.

A loud crack split the air. It sounded
like a gunshot. And then it got quiet.

Officers yelled to the lawmakers in
the gallery to leave, but no one present
had a key to the door. Lawmakers and
police officers argued about opening
the door and making a run for it. Police
wanted lawmakers to make a dash for it.

Members disagreed. ‘Don’t open that
door!’ a representative shouted as an
officer in the hallway fumbled with the
door. ‘We don’t know who is behind it!’

...Moments later, Capitol Police
wrenched open the gallery doors. They
told us to get out quickly. They were taking
us to a secure location. As we walked
toward the third-floor stairs, I could see
several police officers standing over a
half-dozen rioters lying face down on the 
marble, hands behind their heads.”

2:45 PM: Bobic of Huffington Post
tweets: “Protesters are on the third floor 
of the Senate, walking door to door,
shouting ‘Where the fuck are they?’

‘They’re in the [Senate] gallery.’”

2:45 PM: Casey J. Wooten of National
Journal tweets: “Cap police trying to talk
to intruders in the other side of the door,
gunshots appear to be fired into the House.”

“This is our America,” I can hear from
the holes in the House floor window.”

At 2:50 p.m., officials confirm that a
shot was fired inside the building, later
reporting that a woman had been shot
and critically injured. The protester
was subsequently identified as Ash-
li Babbitt, 35, of San Diego, who had
served 14 years in the Air Force with
deployments in Iraq and Afghanistan.

2:46 PM: Nelson of the New York Post
tweets: “There is a fight between Trump
protesters and Capitol Police outside
[Senator] McConnell’s office. It resem-
bles a last stand, but problem is that
protesters coming from all directions.”

2:47 PM: Bobic of Huffington Post
tweets from inside the Senate Chamber:
“...One is up on the dais yelling ‘Trump 
won that election!’ This is insane.”

S P E C I A L  R E P O R T

that there had been shots fired, urging
her colleagues to stay away from the
doors and take the situation seriously...”

Suddenly, senators began filing out to
be evacuated. Reporters were initially stuck
in the gallery on the third floor overlook-
ing the chamber. New Jersey Senator
Cory Booker called up to the reporters on
the balcony, asking how we were doing. I
laughed, probably with a tinge of hysteria.
‘We’re doing great,’ I called back down.

Reporters were shuffled out of the
chamber and guided by Capitol police
officers alongside the senators to a secure
location after the Senate went into recess.”

2:40 PM: Townhall.com reporter Ju-
lio Rosas tweets a video from outside
the Capitol: “Trump supporters chase
away the outnumbered Capitol Po-
lice and throw objects at them.”

2:40 PM: Additional Justice Department
ATF agents enter the Capitol Complex. ATF 
Washington Field Office director Bene-
dict, who was at one of the pipe bomb
scenes, activated the special response
team that was standing by and called in
every other available ATF agent to assist.

2:41 PM: Nelson of the New York Post
tweets: “Two US Capitol Police were just
taken toward Schumer’s office. They are
coated in a white substance. It appears
they were shot by fire extinguishers...”

2:44 PM: Wire of the Los Angeles Times
later writes about the situation at the House
chamber at around this time: “...A few
lawmakers assisted plainclothes officers
grappling with a massive bookcase and
shoved it in front of the chamber’s main
double doors, the same one the president
enters for the State of the Union address.

Pounding on the door began.
The officers drew their guns.

One looked up and saw the reporters
and about two dozen representatives
and staff scrambling over railings in the
upper gallery to get toward the doors.

‘Crouch on the floor!’ he shout-
ed. ‘Get as low as you can!’

I slid behind a row of chairs and looked
up as a female representative started to
pray. Another member was talking loudly
into his cellphone, providing a play-by-
play. Several lawmakers were crying.

I heard the glass of the main door in 
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2:49 PM: Virginia Governor Ralph Northam
decides to activate all available assets of the
Virginia State Police plus military police of
the Virginia National Guard (the Manas-
sas-based 229th Military Police Company)
for immediate dispatch to the Capitol.

Meanwhile, The Washington Post reports
that DOD authorization for deployment of
the Guard in the District was not granted.

2:50 PM: Jazmine Ulloa of The Boston
Globe tweets: “...One Capitol security
officer said he wasn’t sure if rioters had
weapons but he said they had plen-
ty of bear spray, pepper spray—and
“lots of sharp objects.” His face had
been doused with pepper spray.”

2:51 PM: Steven Nelson of the New York
Post tweets: “‘No justice, no peace!’ is
new pro-Trump chant at Senate clock.
McConnell’s office surrounded now.”

2:52 PM: Casey J. Wooten of National
Journal tweets from the Gallery of the
House Chamber: “There’s a standoff
between cap police and intruders.”

At 3:07 PM, Rep. Jason Crow (D-
CO) tweets and posts another pho-
to from inside the House chamber:
“This is what it has come to.”

Rep. Mikie Sherrill (D-NJ) spoke to
PBS, “We were being told by the Capitol
Police to get down in the event that there
was an active shooter and to pull out our
gas masks in case there was tear gas that
they had to use to disperse” the crowd.

“I was with some [House] mem-
bers that were calling their families,
and so then I called my husband to
assure him I was Ok,” Sherrill says.

2:52 PM: Rep. Dan Kildee (D-MI) tweets:
“I am in the House Chambers. We have
been instructed to lie down on the
floor and put on our gas masks. Cham-

CHAPTER 6:

Deliberating While
rome burns

ber security and Capitol Police have
their guns drawn as protesters bang
on the front door of the chamber...”

2:53 PM: Jonathan Martin of The New
York Times tweets: “.@MittRomney
summoned me as lawmakers and press
arrived at a secure location. ‘This is what
the president has caused today, this
insurrection,’ he said w fury in his voice.”

2:57 PM: Igor Bobic of Huffington Post
tweets a video: “Several people got on
to a scaffolding outside Senate, took it
to second floor, which looked like the
area where McConnell’s office is locat-
ed, and started banging on windows.”

2:57 PM: D.C. Homeland Security &
Emergency Management Agency (HSEMA)
tweets: “...citywide curfew for the District
of Columbia from 6pm on Wednesday,
January 6, until 6am on Thursday, Janu-
ary 7. A Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA)
message was sent to cell phones pinging in
the District of Columbia this afternoon.”

2:58 PM: The Tulsa World publishes an
interview with Sen. James Inhofe (R-OK).

“I’ve known Mike Pence forev-
er,” Inhofe said. “I’ve never seen
Pence as angry as he was today.

“I had a long conversation with
him,” said Inhofe. “He said, ‘After all
the things I’ve done for (Trump).’”

He says that there were “at least
1,000 people inside the Capitol.”

2:58 PM: Sarah D. Wire of the Los
Angeles Times later writes of her ex-
perience being evacuated from the
House Gallery at about this time:

“Police told us to follow them. We walked
for several minutes, hustling down a warren
to hallways and a winding staircase. I have
worked in the Capitol for eight years, and I 
can’t tell you the path we took. As law-
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to the SECDEF, which didn’t take long,”
a defense source told the newspaper,
“including about half an hour spent relaying 
the request to” Acting Secretary Miller.

3:01 PM: House Minority Leader Kevin
McCarthy tweets: “What is unfolding is unac-
ceptable and un-American. It has got to stop.”

It is later reported that McCarthy spoke
to President Trump on the phone and urged
him to make a statement denouncing the ri-
oters. When Trump refuses, there is report-
edly a “screaming match” between the two.

3:02 PM: Mike Baker of The New
York Times tweets: “After a summer
spent on the streets of Portland, I just
keep thinking...‘Where is DHS?’...”

3:04 PM: Nelson of the New York Post
tweets: “Photo of Senate right now. ‘Where’s
Pence, show yourself!’ protester shouts.”

3:04 PM: William Turton of Bloomberg
News tweets an unbelievable video
showing the west side of the Capitol, with
hundreds entering the building and many
thousands more on the steps, terraces
and extending west to the National Mall
and beyond the Reflecting Pool. In the
video, police are standing to the side as
protesters pour into the Capitol Build-
ing: “Here’s Washington DC right now.”

3:04 PM: Acting Secretary Miller provides
verbal approval for full activation of the D.C.
National Guard (DCNG) (1,100 total per-
sonnel), according to the DOD, “in support
of the MPD.” Secretary McCarthy transmits
the order to the DCNG to move prepared
forces and undertake a full mobilization.

According to the Pentagon’s timeline,
the DCNG starts redeploying soldiers from
Metro stations and mobilizes all available
non-support and non-command and control 
personnel to support the D.C. Police.

Note that the Pentagon, in its own words,
said that the D.C. National Guard would
support the D.C. police (MPD) and
not the U.S. Capitol Police. It wasn’t a
typo. The Army didn’t like the “optics”
of the military—even the Guard—ap-
pearing to police civilians and initially
restricted what they could be used for.
Later the Pentagon would expand its
support to allow guardsmen to actually
be involved in protecting the Capitol.

S P E C I A L  R E P O R T

makers, reporters and staffers streamed
ahead, I slowed so I could speak with a
visibly shaken Rep. Jimmy Gomez (D-CA).
He was livid. I pulled out my phone and hit
record. He took a second to find his words.

“This shouldn’t happen in the United
States,” he said, his eyes rimmed with tears.

We reached a secure room. That’s all
I can say about it at this moment. It was
large and filled with leather chairs and
walnut tables, and you’ve seen it on TV. It
was already filled with lawmakers, staff-
ers and other journalists. As members
typed on their phones and were updated
by security officials on the status of the
riots, staff handed out Goldfish crackers,
fruit snacks and little bottles of water.

A member led a prayer. Another, a
former ER doctor, reminded me to stay
hydrated. A group of Democrats grumbled
about Republicans not wearing masks.”

2:59 PM: Bill Clark of Roll Call tweets
from the front of the Capitol: “Pro-
testers stand on top of the US Capitol
Police armored vehicle as other pro-
testers take over the Capitol steps.”

At 2:59 PM, Nelson of the New York Post
tweets a photo of a protester with a combat
helmet, body armor and a set of zip ties
(that would be used to take hostages) as
he emerges from Senate floor. “We didn’t 
destroy a damn thing,” the man says.

At 2:59 PM, Rep. David Trone (D-MD)
tweets a picture of himself in the House
Chamber wearing the inflatable ‘gas
masks,’ the protective masks issued to
Members of Congress. “I am safe. We 
have been evacuated...,” he says.

3:00 PM: The Pentagon says that Acting
Secretary Christopher Miller approves
all available D.C. National Guard (DCNG)
forces to reinforce Capitol and D.C. Police
positions to reestablish control. Secre-
tary Ryan McCarthy directs the DCNG to
move from the D.C. armory in Southeast
Washington to the Capitol complex. The
DCNG prepares to move the initial 150
personnel, pending final approval by Miller.

“The process took about an hour,”
Military Times reported, from the time
McCarthy received it around 2 p.m. on
Wednesday. “We wanted to make sure,
based off what we saw developing, that
that was an acceptable use, all the way up 
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3:06 PM: Rebecca Tan of The Wash-
ington Post tweets from the west side
of the Capitol: “...They’ve raised the
confederate flag outside the Capitol.”

3:07 PM: Turton of Bloomberg News
tweets a photo of protesters in-
side and outside the west side of the 
Capitol and a broken window.

3:08 PM: Baker of The New York Times 
tweets: “...some inside the Capitol
are chanting “Police are traitors.”

3:08 PM: Perry Stein of The Washington
Post tweets a video of protesters completely
occupying the center steps on the front of
the Capitol: “Scene in front of the Capitol
right now. A group is saying they want a
civil war. Another is chanting the pledge
of allegiance. Very chaotic all around.”

3:08 PM: House Minority Leader McCa-
rthy, appearing on Fox News, confirms
reports of “shots fired,” and says he called
the president, urging him to call for calm.

3:12 PM: Richard Hall of The Independent
(UK) tweets from the crowd inside the
Capitol: “Protesters got inside. Tear gas fired 
inside the building and forced them out.”

3:13 PM: President Trump tweets: “I
am asking for everyone at the U.S. Cap-
itol to remain peaceful. No violence!
Remember, WE are the Party of Law &
Order—respect the Law and our great
men and women in Blue. Thank you!”

3:15 PM: Shortly before 3:15 PM, accord-
ing to The Washington Post, protester Ashli
Babbitt, 35, the Air Force veteran from
San Diego, California, is shot by Capitol
Police while attempting to force entry into
the Speaker’s Lobby adjacent to the House 
chambers through a broken window.

3:15 PM: Speaker Nancy Pelosi calls
Virginia Governor Northam, who tells her
that Virginia State Police and National
Guard are being sent to the Capitol.

At about this time, the first
Virginia State Police enter the District.  
National Guard from Virginia will
not come to the Capitol until
January 7, under Pentagon orders.

S P E C I A L  R E P O R T

3:15 PM: The AP reports that a Defense
official says the District of Columbia
government has requested an additional
200 National Guard members. According
to officials, the Guard members have a
very specific mission that does not include
putting military at the Capitol. Instead,
the Guard must be used to backfill law
enforcement outside the Capitol complex,
freeing up more law enforcement to respond 
to the Capitol. Pentagon officials insist
that any request for additional National
Guard troops has not been rejected.

3:17 PM: Daniella Diaz of CNN tweets
a Getty photo from inside the Capitol.

3:18 PM: Acting Homeland Security
Secretary Chad Wolf, still in the Middle
East, tweets: “Violence in any form is
unacceptable. NO one has the right to
attack ANY federal institution regardless
of motivation. Violent opportunists at the
US Capitol grounds must be held account-
able. We have a proud history of resolving 

our differences through peaceful means.”

3:19 PM: Secretary of the Army Mc-
Carthy speaks with Speaker Pelosi and
Senate Minority leader Chuck Schumer
about the D.C. Mayor’s request for D.C.
National Guard troops. He tells them he
has approved “full” DCNG mobilization.

3:21 PM: Turton of Bloomberg News 
tweets another video of protest-
ers streaming into the Capitol.

3:24 PM: Hall of The Independent (UK)
tweets the crowd swarming through the
door on the west side of the Capitol.

3:24 PM: CBS News is the first to report
that a woman is in critical condition after
being shot in the neck inside the Capitol.

3:26 PM: Secretary of the Army McCa-
rthy has a phone call with Mayor Muriel
Bowser and D.C. Acting Police Chief
Robert Contee to reiterate that there had 
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been no denial of their request for Na-
tional Guard forces. He conveys Acting
Secretary Miller’s verbal approval of full
activation of the D.C. National Guard.

3:27 PM: Ali Zaslav of CNN tweets: “The
Senate floor has been cleared of pro-
testors, and an officer reports to CNN
that they have successfully squeezed
protestors away from the Senate wing
of the building and towards the Rotun-
da, and they are removing them out the
East and West doors of the Capitol...”

3:29 PM: Martin of The New York
Times tweets: “The Virginia National
Guard and 200 state troopers are be-
ing sent to DC, per a top Va official.”

3:29 PM: Virginia Governor Northam
tweets: “...Per the Mayor’s request,
I am sending members of the Vir-
ginia National Guard along with
200 Virginia State Troopers.”

the guard,” Hogan said. “He was yelling
across the room to Schumer and they
were back and forth saying we do have the
authorization and I’m saying, ‘I’m telling
you we do not have the authorization.’”

He says the commander of the Maryland
National Guard got turned down by the
Pentagon. “The general...kept running it
up the flagpole, and we don’t have autho-
rization,” he told The Washington Post.

The result was a 90-min-
ute delay, he later says.

The Maryland National Guard does not
deploy anyhow until January 7, until 
Pentagon orders.

3:33 PM: Dan Lamothe of The Washington
Post tweets: “Defense official denies that
DOD denied the request from D.C. officials
for more support at Capitol, but acknowl-
edges it has not yet been acted upon.”

“Some 340 D.C. guardsmen already
were activated in anticipation of unrest,
with a support role for police. Half on
duty at a time. Defense officials, smarting
from outcry to military’s heavy involve-
ment in June protests, sought limited role 
and to shield military from politics.”

3:35 PM: Vice President Pence tweets:
“Peaceful protest is the right of every
American but this attack on our Capitol will
not be tolerated and those involved will be
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.”

Vice President Pence retweets: “The
violence and destruction taking place
at the US Capitol Must Stop and it Must
Stop Now. Anyone involved must re-
spect Law Enforcement officers and 
immediately leave the building.”

3:35 PM: Mike Balsamo of the AP tweets:
“Homeland Security sending addition-
al federal agents to US Capitol to help
quell violence.” A spokesperson told the
AP that DHS officers from the Federal
Protective Service and U.S. Secret Service 
agents are being sent to the scene...

3:36 PM: White House Press Secretary
Kayleigh McEnany tweets: “At Presi-
dent @realDonaldTrump’s direction, the
National Guard is on the way along with
other federal protective services. We
reiterate President Trump’s call against
violence and to remain peaceful.”

The New York Times later reports that 

3:30 PM: Tom Williams of Roll Call tweets 
a photo of an entrance to the Capitol.

3:31 PM: Acting Attorney General Jeffrey A.
Rosen makes a statement: “The violence at
our Nation’s Capitol Building is an intoler-
able attack on a fundamental institution
of our democracy. From the outset, the
Department of Justice has been working in
close coordination with the Capitol Police
and federal partners from the Interior
Department, the Department of Home-
land Security, and the National Guard, as
well as the Metropolitan Police and other
local authorities. Earlier this afternoon, the
Department of Justice sent hundreds of
federal law enforcement officers and agents
from the FBI, ATF and the U.S. Marshals
Service to assist the Capitol Police in
addressing this unacceptable situation, and
we intend to enforce the laws of our land.”

“Sent” is the key word here. The bulk
of armed FBI and homeland security
forces are not thought to have arrived
on Capitol Hill until about an hour later.

3:31 PM: The Maryland Emergency Man-
agement Agency (MEMA) tweets that it has
“raised the State Activation Level (SAL) to
PARTIAL as of 3:30 p.m....in response to
the ongoing events in Washington, D.C.”

Partial is defined as “Incident or event
requires significant monitoring or re-
sources. Additional EOC staffing from
agencies, functions, and supporting
organizations.” It is one step below
Full, between Enhanced and Normal.

3:32 PM: The Pentagon says that
“Virginia Governor orders mobili-
zation of a military police company 
of his National Guard forces.”

3:32 PM: The Pentagon says that
“Maryland Governor Larry Hogan or-
ders mobilization of the state’s Nation-
al Guard “rapid response force.”

Later Hogan says he had earlier re-
ceived a “frantic call” from House Majority
Leader Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-MD) urging
him to deploy Maryland National Guard
troops. Hogan said he was “repeatedly” told
that he lacked the authority to deploy his
state’s National Guard into the District.

“I was actually on the phone with Leader
Hoyer who was pleading with us to send 
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President Trump initially refuses requests
for him to give the order to mobilize the
D.C. National Guard. “...Defense and
administration officials said it was Vice
President Mike Pence, not President Trump, 
who approved the order to deploy.”

There is no evidence that President Trump
actually gave any direction or order, or
that Acting Defense Secretary Miller ever
spoke to Trump on January 6. Vice
President Pence gave proxy permission for
employment of the D.C. National Guard,
though it is probably not within his legal 
authority to do so.

3:37 PM: The New York Times publishes
the iconic photo of a protesters sitting at
a desk in Speaker Pelosi’s offices, flipping
over tables and pulling photos off the walls.

3:38 PM: The Council of the District of
Columbia releases a statement: “Today, the
Department of Defense denied a request
by Mayor Muriel Bowers to expand the
responsibilities of the District of Columbia
National Guard so that they would be au-
thorized to protect and restore order at the
Capitol Building. That request was denied.”

3:39 PM: Tan of The Washington Post
tweets: “Trump supporters are bang-
ing on the doors at the north side of
the Capitol, chanting ‘let me in!’ There’s
virtually no law enforcement around.”

3:39 PM: DJ Judd of CNN tweets: “Pence,
from his personal, non-governmental
account, does what the President won’t
and tells people who’ve rushed the
Capitol to “leave the building,” pledg-
ing, “those involved will be prosecut-
ed to the fullest extent of the law.”

3:43 PM: Tan of The Washington Post
tweets: “There are mobs on all sides
of the Capitol. They’re banging against
the doors and cheering whenever
someone makes it into the building.
Still about 2 more hours to curfew.”

3:44 PM: Everett of Politico tweets:
“Police are now banging on doors in the
Senate, seemingly trying to make sure no
one is in the building that shouldn’t be.”

3:44 PM: BuzzFeed first reports that
a tweet by Ivanka Trump is deleted: 

“American Patriots—any security breach
or disrespect to our law enforcement is
unacceptable. The violence must stop 
immediately. Please be peaceful.”

3:46 PM: Alerted that the Virginia National
Guard may have been mobilized, Chief of
the National Guard Bureau General Daniel
Hokanson calls Maj. General Timothy P. Wil-
liams to make sure that no Virginia military
forces would move without Pentagon okay.

The NGB is an administrative coordinator
(but not commander) of National Guard
forces. By the end of the evening, Virginia
National Guard personnel began muster-
ing, their orders to report to the District
the next day. Soldiers arrived in the
District over the next four days. Virginia
Guard sources said that they would
remain under the control of the Virginia 
governor for up to 31 days.

3:47 PM: Maryland Governor Larry Hogan
tweets: “At my direction, the @MDSP [Mary-
land State Police] is sending in troopers to
assist the Metropolitan Police Department
and the United States Capitol Police. I have
instructed the Adjutant General of the
@MDNG to call up a rapid response force to
support law enforcement and restore order.

“All Americans should be outraged by
this attack on our nation’s Capitol. This
is a heinous and violent assault on the
heart of our democracy. I will not stand for
this, and neither should any American.”

3:48 PM: Andrew Harnik of the AP posts
picture from inside the House Chamber
of members of Congress in the House
Gallery, prepared for tear gas or chemical
agent use. “Members of Congress and staff
shelter in the House gallery as protesters
try to break into the House Chamber.”

3:48 PM: A Getty image circulates
of a gallows set up some distance
from the west side of the Capitol, on
the far side of the reflecting pool.

3:48 PM: Secretary of the Army Mc-
Carthy leaves the Pentagon for D.C.
police headquarters in the Henry Daly
Building at 300 Indiana Avenue, NW.

3:50 PM: Senate Minority Leader Schum-
er and Speaker Pelosi release a joint
statement, calling on President Trump “to 

demand that all Protesters leave the U.S.
Capitol and Capitol Grounds immediately.”

3:52 PM: DOD spokesman Jonathan
Hoffman tweets: “The DC Guard has been
mobilized to provide support to federal
law enforcement in the District. Acting
Secretary Miller has been in contact w
Congressional leadership and Secretary
McCarthy has been working w DC govern-
ment. The law enforcement response will be 
led by DOJ [the Department of Justice].”

Hoffman tries to explain any confusion
regarding the D.C. National Guard as the
fault of the White House because the
Pentagon didn’t want to speak before them.

3:55 PM: Turton of Bloomberg News tweets
from the west side of the Capitol, amidst
what he says appears to be tear gas ema-
nating from the building: “3:55 pm appears 
protestors just breached capitol again.”

3:55 PM: Acting DHS Secretary Wolf, still
in the Middle East, tweets: “@DHSgov is
fully supporting our Capitol Police part-
ners to restore order to the U.S. Capitol.”

It is unclear what “fully supporting” and “is”
mean. There are fewer than 100 DHS officers
at the Capitol, mostly from the Secret
Service and some from the Federal Protec-
tive Service. Others are sequestered in
House and Senate office buildings adjacent
to the Capitol awaiting orders to participate
in the clearing of the building and the return 
of 500-plus members of Congress.

3:55 PM: Kerri Kupec, former spokesperson
for Attorney General William Barr tweets:
“From former Attorney General Bill Barr:
‘The violence at the Capitol Building is out-
rageous and despicable. Federal agencies
should move immediately to disperse it.’”

3:55 PM: National Guard Bureau Chief Gen-
eral Hokanson calls Major General Timothy
E. Gowen, head of the Maryland National
Guard, to make sure that no Maryland forc-
es would move without Pentagon approval.

According to the Pentagon, Hokan-
son “confirmed their governor had ac-
tivated the Maryland National Guard
response force and 100 service mem-
bers would be able to make it to D.C.
in 8-10 hours. Additionally, they would
have a follow-on element of 150-200 
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personnel available at a later time.”

3:56 PM: John Myers of the Los Ange-
les Times tweets: “Just got off a call of
top Los Angeles Times editors, agree-
ing that we should not call those who
stormed the U.S. Capitol ‘protesters.’”

3:57 PM: Manu Raju of CNN tweets: “The
Senate floor has been cleared of rioters,
officers say, and they have successfully
squeezed them away from Senate wing of
the building and towards the Rotunda...”

4:00 PM: Billy House of Bloomberg tweets:
“‘The first time I ever had to draw my gun on
the House floor,’ says a veteran Capitol cop.”

4:00 PM: Emily Davies of The Washington
Post tweets a video from the north side of
the Capitol: “It is just before 4pm and anoth-
er mob has broken through law enforcement
and filed into the U.S. Capitol building.”

Mark Mazzetti of The New York Times
also tweets a video: “This was 4pm today at
the North entrance of the Capitol. Pro-
testors trying to enter building and cops
opening door and spraying what could
have been tear gas. Lots of smoke.”

4:00 PM: The AP reports that Acting
Secretary Miller, in coordination with Vice
President Pence (not President Trump),
has activated the D.C. National Guard.

4:02 PM: Diaz of CNN tweets: “...A
source said Liz Cheney & Hakeem Jeffries
(House conference counterparts) told
the members in an undisclosed location 
the national guard is on the way...”

crowds from mounting the steps.

4:10 PM: Secretary of the Army Mc-
Carthy arrives at D.C. police head-
quarters from the Pentagon.

4:11 PM: Hall of The Independent (UK)
tweets: “Many of these patriots were
calling for gallows for Nancy Pelosi as
they were breaking into the Capitol.”

4:14 PM: Former White House Chief
of Staff Reince Priebus tweets: “Many
of these folks are nothing but domes-
tic terrorists. And many are criminals
and trouble makers [sic] all acting in a
manner opposite of patriotism. These
violent people have no respect for de-
mocracy. Pure insanity and disgusting.”

4:15 PM: The NSC tweets, attributing a
statement to White House National Security
Advisor Robert C. O’Brien: “Violence has
absolutely no place in our democracy.
I applaud the men and women of law
enforcement and the National Guard, who
are working to restore order and protect
our institutions. Our country is better
than what we saw today at our Capitol.”

Of course, there are no National Guard at
the Capitol yet, not to any fault of the D.C. 
National Guard, which has been con-
strained by the Pentagon.

4:16 PM: Zaslav of CNN tweets: “...
Capitol Police say the Senate won’t be in
session in this building today or anytime 
soon—bc the building is ‘trashed.’”

4:18 PM: House Minority Leader McCa-
rthy says on ABC News that he “called
the President and explained to him what
is going on...I begged him to go talk to
the nation.” He says that the president is
recording some video message right now.

4:18 PM: Pentagon leaders have anoth-
er conference call to discuss National
Guard force support from outside the
District. Acting Secretary Miller gives voice
approval for out-of-state forces to mus-
ter and be prepared to deploy to D.C. By
7:00 p.m., the Pentagon says, the states
of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania
and Delaware had offered to send forc-
es “and the fastest timeline they could 
be in the National Capitol Region.”

4:02 PM: Virginia National Guard
tweets: “.@GovernorVA has approved
Virginia National Guard support to law
enforcement to Washington, D.C. For
operational security reasons, we will not
release details on the number of per-
sonnel, staging locations or timelines.”

4:03 PM: Evan Perez of CNN tweets:
“Wild scene. Crowd is at turns celebratory
and angry at...you name it. One sample of
conversation I heard as I walked by: ‘Pence 
screwed us.’ ‘Yeah, Pence is a punk.’”

4:03 PM: Turton of Bloomberg News
tweets a photo of two fully clad USCP
officers lounging outside the west side
of the building: “Saw it from a couple
hundred feet away and ran over. Really
captured the mood in the moment.”

4:05 PM: President-elect Joe Biden
addresses the nation, calling the
actions of Trump supporters “an
insurrection.” “Our democracy is un-
der unprecedented assault,” he says.

He calls on President Trump to
“demand an end to this siege.”

“At this hour our democracy is under
unprecedented assault...an assault on
the citadel of liberty, the Capitol itself...

The words of a president matter, no
matter how good or bad that president is.
At their best the words of a president can
inspire, at their worst they can incite.”

4:06 PM: Turton of Bloomberg News
tweets from the west side of the Cap-
itol as a line of police with shields
make a stand to constrain further 
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4:24 PM: Leigh Ann Caldwell of NBC
News tweets a video from inside the
Cannon House Office Building—“FBI
SWAT team in Capitol complex”—she
shows a 12-man armed tactical team in
military fatigues with FBI markings.

At 4:35 PM, Mike Balsamo of the AP re-
sponds: “An FBI spokeswoman said agents
were being deployed to “assist our U.S. Cap-
itol Police partners as requested in protec-
tion of federal property and public safety.”

4:24 PM: U.S. Marshals Service, an
element of the Department of Justice,
tweets: “The U.S. Marshals Service is
joining with other law enforcement agen-
cies in supporting the U.S. Capitol Police
during operations in Washington, D.C.”

4:30 PM: Julian E. Barnes and Mark
Mazzetti later write in The New York
Times: “A column of F.B.I. and Department
of Homeland Security agents in riot gear
entered the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing around 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, and
officers from Washington’s police force
headed to the Capitol in a show of force to
end violent protests, looting and vandalism.”

“The F.B.I. has been deployed to as-
sist our U.S. Capitol Police partners, as
requested, in protection of federal prop-
erty and public safety,” the FBI said.

4:32 PM: Acting Secretary Christopher
Miller provides verbal authorization for
a change in mission for the D.C. National
Guard so that they can conduct perimeter 

CHAPTER 7:

Clear? all Clear?
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and “clearance operations” in support of the
USCP, not just the D.C. Police. He directs
Secretary of the Army Ryan McCarthy to
“provide public notification of support.”

4:33 PM: Townhall.com reporter Julio
Rosas tweets a video from outside the
Capitol, showing tear gas being used
as protestors use a now-stolen police
barricade to try to break through another
door: “Rioter uses a metal barricade to try
to break open a Capitol building door.”

4:36 PM: CNN Decision Desk proj-
ects that Jon Ossoff will win the Sen-
ate runoff in Georgia, giving Dem-
ocrats control of the Senate.

4:40 PM: President Trump, in a video
message posted on Twitter, tells support-
ers to “go home.” Trump says “I know your
pain. I know your hurt. But you have to go
home now.” He also went on to call the
supporters “very special.” He also said,
“we can’t play into the hands of these
people. We have to have peace. So, go
home. We love you. You’re very special.”

4:40 PM: Secretary of the Army McCarthy  
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first speaks with Maryland Governor
Larry Hogan. According to the Army:
“He thanked him and accepted his of-
fer. Secretary McCarthy assured him his
service members will be taken care of
and provided a point-to-point contact.”

Hogan later told The Washington Post
that he got approval 90 minutes after de-
ployment was turned down when Secretary
McCarthy called him. Maryland forces are
approved to arrive in D.C. on January 7.

4:42 PM: Will Sommer of the Daily Beast
tweets: “So many reporters covering the
protest today were able to find plenty of
evidence, in advance, that some Trump pro-
testers planned to flood the Capitol. Incredi-
ble that police, who have far more capabil-
ities than we do, weren’t better prepared.”

4:44 PM: William Turton of Bloomberg
News tweets a video from the north
side of the Capitol: “Protestors being
pushed back. North side of the capi-
tol. Police are using flash bangs.”

Kristin Wilson of CNN tweets a video of
police inside the Capitol: “USCP guarding
broken Capitol windows keeping protes-
tors from getting in. Smoke grenades and 

to know that. I’m proud of many policy
accomplishments the Trump Admin had.
But we must accept these results.”

“It’s time to regroup, organize, & cam-
paign for political leaders we believe in, and
let our democracy work. It is NOT and NEV-
ER will be a time for violence. If you believe
in America first, you believe in our Constitu-
tion, the rule of law, & our first principles.”

4:54 PM: A photo of a man carrying a
Confederate flag inside the Capitol is
tweeted by Mike Theiler of Reuters.

4:54 PM: D.C. National Guard (DCNG)
tweets: “The DCNG has been mobilized
to provide support to fed law enforce-
ment in the District. Acting SecDef
Christopher Miller has been in contact w/
Congressional leadership, and @Se-
cArmy has been working with the D.C.
government. Law enforcement response 
will be led by @TheJusticeDept.”

4:56 PM: Krysta Louise of the AP
tweets: “DC police chief says protesters
deployed ‘chemical irritants on
police’ to gain access to US Capitol.”

smell of gunpowder in the hallways.”

4:46 PM: Rebecca Tan of The Wash-
ington Post tweets a video: “Law en-
forcement regaining some semblance
of control here. They’ve pushed back
the mob away from the north side of the
Capitol, eliciting calls of “traitor! traitor!” 
One woman’s yelling “f*ck the blue!”

4:46 PM: Steven Nelson of the New York
Post tweets: “...I passed hundreds of law en-
forcement officers streaming into Capitol via
subway tunnel. FBI, DHS police and Fairfax
county (Va.) among those arriving now.”

4:52 PM: Former Trump White House Com-
munications Director Alyssa Farah tweets:
“Dear MAGA—I am one of you. Before I
worked for @realDonaldTrump, I worked
for @MarkMeadows & @Jim_Jordan & the
@freedomcaucus. I marched in the 2010
Tea Party rallies. I campaigned w/ Trump &
voted for him. But I need you to hear me:
the Election was NOT stolen. We lost.”

“There were cases of fraud that should
be investigated. But the legitimate mar-
gins of victory for Biden are far too
wide to change the outcome. You need 
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4:56 PM: Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR)
tweets: “Electoral college ballots res-
cued from the Senate floor. If our capable
floor staff hadn’t grabbed them, they
would have been burned by the mob.”

4:58 PM: Rachel Chason of The Wash-
ington Post tweets a video: “Police now 
here in much larger numbers, push-
ing rioters away from the doors.”

“Traitors, traitors,” rioters are chanting
as police try to protect the US Capitol.
“Fuck the blue,” a woman just yelled ...”

4:58 PM: Townhall.com reporter Ro-
sas tweets a video from outside the
front of the Capitol: “Rioters just
mobbed [news media] camera crews 
and destroyed their equipment.”

5:00 PM: Emily Davies of The Wash-
ington Post tweets: “...It’s now just after
5pm and the Capitol is much quieter.
Police in riot gear are positioned at the
North side of the Capitol. Most dem-
onstrators have cleared the area.”

5:00 PM: Ali Zaslav of CNN tweets: “Seeing 
lots of FBI SWAT roaming the Capitol.”

5:00 PM: CNN reports: “As US Marshals,
ATF, and US Park Police joined the efforts
to secure the Capitol, the Department of
Defense recognized the need for a solid
perimeter and put in a request for secure
fences from the Department of Homeland
Security. The 7-foot fences, made to be
impossible to scale, had to be brought
in from Maryland. By Thursday after-
noon, 95% of the fence was complete.”

5:01 PM: President pro tempore Chuck
Grassley tweets: “Today’s violent attack on
the U.S. Capitol was an attack on Ameri-
can democracy itself. I condemn today’s
violence in the strongest terms & perpe-
trators deserve to be prosecuted to the
fullest extent of the law. I also thank Capitol
Police for protecting our Capitol & staff.”

5:02 PM: The first of 154 D.C. National
Guard leave the D.C. Armory to support
USCP. The Pentagon says: “They are
armed to operate in support of rees-
tablishing control of the Capitol.”

5:03 PM: Harrison Smith of The Wash-
ington Post tweets: “... still hundreds of 

people on the west side of the Capitol,
where a few men with military-style
helmets and camo seem set on turning
barricades into a fortress for “patriots.”

5:07 PM: Jazmine Ulloa of The Boston
Globe tweets: “We’re still in a secret
location inside the Capitol. No word
yet on when we’ll be allowed to leave
...doesn’t seem like anytime soon...”

Grace Segers of CBS News writes:
“Shortly before 5 p.m., Capitol staff-
ers wheeled in trays of food and drink
for lawmakers and the reporters sit-
ting in the anteroom outside of where
the senators were gathered. I sat on
the floor, charged my phone, and won-
dered what would happen next.

At one point, Senator Ted Cruz emerged
from the room filled with senators. A re-
porter asked him if he felt any responsibility
for the day’s events, making reference to
his support for objecting to the Electoral
College results. Cruz did not answer, but
turned and walked back into the room.”

5:11 PM: Kamala Harris tweets: “I join
President-elect @JoeBiden in calling for
the assault on the Capitol and our nation’s
public servants to end, and as he said, “al-
low the work of democracy to go forward.”

5:14 PM: Zaslav of CNN tweets: “Sen.
Joe Manchin [D-WV] says he hopes that
Congress can get the Electoral College cer-
tification done tonight. “We’ll stay whatever
it takes..these thugs aren’t running us off.”

He said the mood is “ok” in the undis-
closed location where all the senators 
are being held...“a lot of prayers.”

5:18 PM: Smith of The Washington Post
tweets from the west side of the Capitol:
“Police have forced most of the crowd
from bleachers with flash bangs and gas.
It’s stopped for now. Folks seem to be
reassembling. Chanting: ‘Traitors.’”

5:22 PM: Acting Secretary of Defense
Miller makes a statement on full activation
of the D.C. National Guard and the change
in mission from indirectly supporting the 
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D.C. police to direct support at the Capitol:
“Chairman Milley and I just spoke

separately with the Vice President and with
Speaker Pelosi, Leader McConnell, Senator
Schumer and Representative Hoyer about
the situation...We have fully activated the
D.C. National Guard to assist federal and lo-
cal law enforcement as they work to peace-
fully address the situation. We are prepared
to provide additional support as necessary
and appropriate as requested by local
authorities. Our people are sworn to defend
the constitution and our democratic form of
government and they will act accordingly.”

5:28 PM: Turton of Bloomberg News
tweets a photo of a vandalized police SUV
outside the Capitol building.

5:29 PM: Jonathan Martin of The New
York Times tweets: “‘This is a nation which
has been a model for the world in terms
of democracy and we have a president
who is encouraging an insurrection against
the democracy which he took an oath of
office to defend,’ @BernieSanders tells
me, calling it ‘a tragic day’ for America.”

5:30 PM: Sarah D. Wire of The Los Angeles
Times later writes: “Just after 5:30 p.m.,
the sergeant at arms, the House’s top
security official, announced the Capitol
had been secured but urged members
to stay in place. He wanted a bit more
time, he said, to guarantee their safety.”

The Pentagon later says that the U.S.
Capitol Police declared the Capitol 
Building “secure” at 8:00 PM.

5:31 PM: Perry Stein of The Washington
Post tweets a video showing protestors
backing up from the Capitol: “Police are
now pushing protesters back, moving them
away from Capitol. Sending off loud smoke
grenades. People responded, “this is our
house” and “we’re gonna hunt antifa tonight”

5:32 PM: Virginia Governor Ralph
Northam tweets that he is declaring
a 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew in Arlington
and Alexandria. He also says he is issu-
ing a State of Emergency in Virginia.

5:36 PM: Marissa J. Lang of The Washing-
ton Post tweets: “Federal police pushing
protesters back with batons & stun gre-
nades chanting, “move back!” Some officers 

are flinging folding chairs left on the Capitol
grounds as protesters retreat. The crowd is
calling the cops traitors and yelling about
curfew: “it’s only 5:30,” a lady yelled.”

5:36 PM: Drew Hernandez of the Tatum Re-
port tweets: “... Many rumors going around
saying Antifa possibly infiltrated in MAGA
gear to spark this today. I cannot confirm
nor deny that at the time of this tweet.”

5:40 PM: The first D.C. National Guard
soldiers arrive at the Capitol and are sworn
in as law enforcement officers by the USCP.

At 6:26 PM, CSPAN shows D.C. Na-
tional Guard troops in formation next
to a bus on First Street in front of the
Supreme Court and marching (slow-
ly) towards the Capitol building.

5:41 PM: Stein of The Washington Post
tweets: “Police have cleared protest-
ers hundreds of feet away from Capitol 
ahead of curfew...“They would nev-
er do this to BLM” said a woman.”

At 5:42 PM, Turton of Bloomberg News
tweets from the front of the Capitol:
“Police starting to close down the capi-
tol” showing that protestors have been 
pushed away from the building.

5:45 PM: USCP announces that the woman
shot inside the Capitol building has died.

5:45 PM: Acting Secretary Miller signs
a formal order authorizing out-of-state
National Guard forces to muster in support
of Capitol security. The includes mobiliza-
tion of up to 6,200 National Guardsmen
from Maryland, Virginia, New York, New 
Jersey, Delaware and Pennsylvania.”

5:46 PM: Tan of The Washington Post
tweets: “With 15 mins to curfew, the vast
majority of rioters have left the Capitol.
The few still here are taunting news crews. 
Police re establishing barricdes [sic].”

5:46 PM: Townhall.com reporter Rosas
tweets a video from outside the west
side of the Capitol: “Police are clear-
ing the Capitol grounds as the crowd 
has gotten much smaller here.”

5:46 PM: Elijah Schaffer of The Blaze
tweets and posts a video of what appears to 

be blood on the floor of the Capitol
building, but is, in fact, blood outside
on the west side from earlier: “lots of
blood was spilled today by both the
Capitol police & occupiers. Very serious
injuries occurred, including a shooting.
Many officers injured, some appeared
to be hurt very badly as Trump sup-
porters were throwing projectiles & in
some cases violently assaulting them.”

5:49 PM: Lang of The Washington Post
tweets a video from the darkness in
front of the Capitol, as the sun has gone
down: “...plenty of folks are still mill-
ing around on the sidewalk outside the
Capitol. Fifteen minutes till curfew.”

5:49 PM: Burgess Everett of Politi-
co tweets: “In Capitol complex, an-
nouncement says anyone that doesn’t 
leave by 6 p.m. will be arrested.”

5:49 PM: Schaffer of The Blaze tweets: “...
officers were very aggressive and violent
with the occupiers. It was very intense.”

5:50 PM: Davies of The Washington
Post tweets: “To be clear, there are still
scuffles unfolding across the city. Po-
lice are reinstalling barricades around
the Capitol. 10 minutes to curfew.”

5:53 PM: Turton of Bloomberg News
tweets a quote from a USCP officer:
“We were just not prepared. They got
through four levels of our security.”

5:54 PM: Everett of Politico tweets:  
“Senators holding a closed 
door meeting now.”

5:56 PM: Nelson of the New York Post
tweets: “A PSA from @MayorBows-
er was broadcast just now on Capitol 
Hill: leave or experience arrest.”

5:57 PM: Stein of The Washington
Post tweets: “Andddd three minutes
before curfew, people are blasting ‘All 
you need is love’ by The Beatles”

5:58 PM: Turton of Bloomberg News
tweets a video, now in the dark, of un-
marked buses arriving at the Capitol: “Five
buses of law enforcement officers, some
in riot gear, just drove into the Capitol.”
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auguration. “I haven’t made a decision.
Problem is, if I resign, it looks disingen-
uous—you were willing to stick around
for 4 years, but this is what did you in?”

6:14 PM: The Pentagon says that the
DC National Guard joins Capitol and
DC Police to establish a perimeter on
the west side, the last area still occu-
pied by hundreds of protestors.

6:20 PM: Acting Attorney General Jeffrey
Rosen says the violent pro-Trump protest
was an “intolerable attack on a funda-
mental institution” of democracy. Rosen
said that the Justice Department has been
working with USCP and other federal law
enforcement agencies to secure the Capitol.
He says hundreds of federal agents from
Justice Department agencies were sent
to assist. He called it an “unacceptable
situation” and said federal prosecutors
“intend to enforce the laws of our land.”
(The statement is tweeted at 6:31 PM).

6:22 PM: U.S. Marshals Service tweets:
“The U.S. Marshals Service was tasked,
along with other federal law enforce-
ment agencies, with supporting the
U.S. Park Police and U.S. Capitol Po-
lice during operations to clear and
secure the U.S. Capitol and other fed-
eral facilities in Washington, D.C.”

“USMS has deployed approximate-
ly 100 Deputy Marshals to the scene
from Maryland, Virginia, and DC.”

6:28 PM: Turton of Bloomberg News
tweets from the front of the Capitol, of a
line of soldiers, pushing protestors away:
“Wearing patches that say “U.S. Army”

6:30 PM: Speaker Pelosi “Dear Colleague”
letter announces that “in consultation
with Leader Hoyer and Whip Clyburn and
after calls to the Pentagon, the Justice
Department and the Vice President, we 

CHAPTER 8:

Curfew

have decided we should proceed tonight
at the Capitol once it is cleared for use.”

“Today, a shameful assault was made
on our democracy. It was anointed at the
highest level of government. It cannot,
however, deter us from our responsibility
to validate the election of Joe Biden.”

6:31 PM: Rachel Chason of The Wash-
ington Post tweets: “The level of con-
spiracy theories/ disinformation being
espoused by the rioters today cannot
be underscored enough. “I know antifa
was involved,” one woman told me...”

6:33 PM: U.S. Attorney Erin Nealy Cox, co-
chair of the Department of Justice Taskforce 
on Violent Anti-Government Extremism,
releases a statement: “Forcibly storming
a government building is a reprehensible
betrayal of the rule of law. Those who
committed violence in Washington today are
anarchists, not patriots. They should [be]
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.”

6:00 PM: District of Columbia 
curfew takes effect.

6:01 PM: President Trump again tweets,
this time not admonishing protestors but 
ascribing blame to a stolen election:

“These are the things and events
that happen when a sacred landslide
election victory is so unceremonious-
ly & viciously stripped away from great
patriots who have been badly & unfairly
treated for so long,” he says. He then
tells them to “Go home with love & in
peace. Remember this day forever!”

6:03 PM: William Turton of Bloomberg
News tweets a video from the front
of the Capitol: “Armored vehicles en-
tering the Capitol just now.”

6:03 PM: White House National Secu-
rity Advisor Robert C. O’Brien tweets:
“I just spoke with Vice President Pence.
He is a genuinely fine and decent man.
He exhibited courage today as he did
at the Capitol on 9/11 as a Congress-
man. I am proud to serve with him.”

6:04 PM: A Statement by former President
George W. Bush is released: “...To those who
are disappointed in the results of the elec-
tion: Our country is more important than
the politics of the moment. Let the officials
elected by the people fulfill their duties and
represent our voices in peace and safety...”

6:10 PM: Betsy Klein of CNN tweets: “A
current WH aide tells CNN many of his
colleagues worked remotely today ahead
of anticipated protests + road closures in
DC, and like former colleagues, is casting
blame on President Trump. “It’s a com-
plete shitshow and is indefensible. The
blame lies squarely w/ the President.”

“The aide doesn’t plan to go to work
tmw and hasn’t decided whether to resign 
or stick out the next 2 weeks until in-
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7:12 PM: Devin O’Malley, Press Secre-
tary to Vice President Mike Pence tweets:
“Vice President @Mike_Pence has re-
turned to the Senate. He never left the
Capitol. @VP was in regular contact w/
House & Senate leadership, Cap Police,
DOJ, & DoD to facilitate efforts to secure 
the Capitol & reconvene Congress...”

7:14 PM: Jazmine Ulloa of The Boston
Globe tweets a video as reporters walk
through the Capitol subway from the ‘secure 
location’ back to the Capitol building:
“...One of the federal officers told us to
watch the walls once we get to the Cap-
itol building because of the tear gas.”

7:15 PM: Secretary of the Army McCarthy
says that both chambers and leadership
offices are cleared. He says that after
Mayor Bowser asked for more assistance at
around 2 p.m., the 300 DC Guard who were
conducting traffic control around the district
were sent back to the DC Armory to refit
for a crowd control mission. “Guardsmen
started flowing into the area of the Capitol
soon after and reinforced Metro Police on
the perimeter of the Capitol. This allowed
the police and FBI personnel to clear the 
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6:56 PM: Evan Perez of CNN tweets:
“Everyone seemed to know. US Capitol
Police were surprised, overwhelmed.”

7:00 PM: Facebook removes President
Trump’s posts from both Facebook and
Instagram: “We removed from Facebook
and Instagram the recent video of President 
Trump speaking about the protests and
his subsequent post about the election
results. We made the decision that on
balance these posts contribute to, rather
than diminish, the risk of ongoing violence.”

Later, Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA)
tweets: “Silicon Valley Cartel is trying to
shut down and censor [sic] our President.”

Two minutes later, Twitter locks
President Trump out of his account for
at least 12 hours over “repeated and
severe violations” of its civic integrity
policy. In order to unlock the account,
he must delete the offending tweets,
including the video he tweeted earlier.

7:11 PM: Igor Bobic of Huffington Post
tweets: “Press and Senate staff, with boxes
containing affidavits, are now heading back
to the Capitol now. Lawmakers are expected
to restart the electoral certification tonight.”
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chambers and offices of the U.S. Capitol.”

“Soon after” is more than two hours later, 
at least at the Capitol building itself.

7:24 PM: Ali Zaslav of CNN tweets from
the basement of the Capitol complex: “FBI
and USCP preparing for senators to move.”

7:24 PM: Susan Ferrechio of the Washing-
ton Examiner tweets: “I’ve been out talking
to the protesters who busted into the Cap-
itol. One thing I’m hearing: They believed
they had a right to be in a public building
and did not expect cops to block their
access (some were allowed in!). A subset of
this group, they said, got out of control.”

She later writes that protestors she
talked to said that they planned a peaceful
occupation. “It just got crazy, that’s all I can
say,” a protester from Michigan told the
Washington Examiner as he walked away
from the Capitol hauling a Trump flag.”

Another protestor from Texas said that
the crowd at first acted peacefully, but dis-
order escalated when Capitol Police moved
to prevent them from mounting the East
Front stairs and entering through the center
door. “From moment one, there was resis-
tance from the police officers to allow us to
access a public building,” the protester said.

While the Capitol siege was described
by many as a coup, the dozen protesters
interviewed by the Washington Examiner
denied it and said their demonstration was
intended to be akin to demonstrations in
which activists occupy public buildings.”

7:25 PM: Republican Conference Chairman
Rep. Liz Cheney (R-WY) tweets: “We just
had a violent mob assault the Capitol in an
attempt to prevent those from carrying out
our Constitutional duty. There is no question 
that the President formed the mob, the
President incited the mob, the President
addressed the mob. He lit the flame.”

7:26 PM: Sean Davis, co-founder of @
FDRLST tweets: “I’ve talked to multiple
people today who arrived at the Capitol
and believed it was open. They thought
they were allowed to be in there, which
might explain why you saw so many
people carefully staying inside the vel-
vet rope line in several pictures.”

Dave Weigel of The Washington Post
responds: “Just an incredible post by
one of the most dishonest people ...”

Susan Ferrechio of the Washington
Examiner responds: “Were you there? It’s
what protesters said: That they were in
Capitol but not part of the big wrecking
crew. Sorta like when we interview the peo-
ple ‘near’ the people burning down stores
who just showed up to peacefully protest.
Same dynamic, inconceivable to some.”

7:29 PM: Marissa J. Lang of The Wash-
ington Post tweets a video: “DC police
seem to be kettling some of the remain-
ing Trump supporters near the reflecting
pool by the Capitol. “They’re putting
us in a pen—like animals!” a man was
yelling. There are a lot of cops here
now. Crowd still yelling, “traitors!”

7:30 PM: K. Tully-McManus of Roll Call/
CQ Now tweets: “...[Rep.] Tim Ryan [D-
OH, chairman of the Legislative Branch
Subcommittee of the House Appropriations
Committee]...is mad as hell about USCP re-
sponse today (his committee funds USCP).
“There were clearly enormous strategic 

and planning failures by the Capitol Police,
by the Sergeant at Arms and anybody else
who was part of coordinating this effort.”

“There was enough time to prepare. I
had a number of conversations with the
Sergeant at Arms and the Capitol Police
as recently as last night and there was not
supposed to be anybody near the Capitol.”

“You can bet your ass we’re going to
get to the bottom of it,” said Ryan. His
subcommittee is in charge of funding
Capitol Police (which is currently fund-
ed at $515.5 million for FY2021)”

7:33 PM: Ali Zaslav of CNN tweets a
video: “Heavy law enforcement detail
escorting senators to the Capitol...”

The video shows U.S. Capitol Police,
camouflage clad tactical teams from the
FBI and other agencies, as well as FBI
agents in plain clothes (wearing protec-
tive gear).

7:36 PM: Alan He of CBS News tweets 
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another video of Senators returning to the
Capitol through underground passageways.

The video shows a diverse crew of police
and federal officers accompanying them,
with dozens of different colors of uniforms
and various types, some in regular
uniforms, some in special ops black gear,
some in camouflage tactical gear, some
carrying weapons, some dressed in suits,
some in normal civilian clothes with flak
jackets over polo shirts and jeans.
Identifiable are USCP, DC police, FBI and 
U.S. Secret Service.

7:36 PM: Acting Secretary Miller gives
voice approval for DOD to lease 7 ft non-
scalable fences. for the Capitol and Mall

7:37 PM: Former Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis blames President Trump for the
violence at the Capitol. Mattis says the
violence was fomented by Trump, who
has used the presidency “to destroy trust
in our election and to poison our respect
for fellow citizens.” His written statement
concluded, “Our Constitution and our
Republic will overcome this stain and We 

7:55 PM: Tan of The Washington Post
tweets: “*Now* we see hundreds of
law enforcement officers—Guards-
men, FBI, MPD. This is more reminis-
cent of the summer BLM protests.”

7:56 PM: A statement from former Presi-
dent Barack Obama is released: “I’ve been
heartened to see many members of the
President’s party speak up forcefully today...
We need more leaders like these—right
now and in the days, weeks, and months
ahead as President-elect Biden works to
restore a common purpose to our politics...”

7:58 PM: Erin Schaff off The New York
Times tweets: “The Senate is back in the
Capitol, now with armed federal guards.”

7:58 PM: Elijah Schaffer of The Blaze
tweets: “While some reports say Antifa was
present, and it is possible anarchists would
take advantage or encourage a situation
like this. Most of the violence appeared
to come from strong, heated young men
& police. I also spoke to a DC Antifa
organizer & he denied their presence.”

“IMPORTANT: I witnessed the start &
violent escalation of the Capitol building
siege. Reports that all the violence was
started by Antifa comes from people who
either naive or don’t realize how frustrat-
ed many Trump supporters are. You can’t 
blame Antifa for every violent clash.”

the People will come together again in our
never-ending effort to form a more perfect 
Union, while Mr. Trump will deserved-
ly be left a man without a country.”

7:41 PM: Steven Nelson of the New York
Post tweets an interview with a protestor
from Brooklyn. He said he came to Wash-
ington because “the election was stolen.”

“We were cheated. I don’t think 75 million
people voted for Trump—I think it was close
to 85 million,” the protester, who gave the
name Aaron, told the Post while standing
inside the Capitol building. “I think certain
states that have been red for a long time
turned blue and were stolen, like New York.”

He added, “[I did it] to express
my opinion as a free American
that this election was stolen.”

7:43 PM: Sarah Ferris of Politico tweets:
“Sense of normalcy returning in the
House. Press has been escorted back
to our desks, thanks to very hardwork-
ing Cap police and gallery staff.”

7:43 PM: Stephanie Grisham, first lady’s
Melania Trump’s chief of staff and former
White House press secretary, resigns.

7:44 PM: Burgess Everett of Politico
tweets: “OK...now the Capitol is secure”

7:45 PM: A statement from former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton is released: “I have always
believed that America is made up of good,
decent people. I still do. If that’s who we
really are, we must reject today’s violence,
turn the page, and move forward together...”

7:48 PM: Mayor Bowser and Acting
Police Chief Contee provide a situational
update. The mayor says: “I urge any-
one who is not in place in your home or
your hotel...If you mean to cause trouble
in the streets of Washington D.C., you
will be arrested. The DC Police Depart-
ment will enforce tonight’s curfew.”

7:49 PM: Rebecca Tan of The Washing-
ton Post tweets: “Nearly two hours past
curfew, officers are making arrests on the
west side of the Capitol. Guardsmen are
here, along with at least 3 police buses.”

7:51 PM: Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR)
tweets and post pictures of Senators 
returning to the Capitol building.
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CHAPTER 9:

Democracy Inaction

8:00 PM: House Majority Leader Hoyer
tweets and encloses his Statement on the
Joint Session of Congress Reconvening
for the Electoral College Certification:

“Today’s insurrection at the U.S. Capitol
complex was a direct attack on our democ-
racy. It is shameful and despicable, but it
will not prevent us from carrying out our
Constitutional duties. Tonight, the House and
Senate will reconvene in a Joint Session of
Congress to continue the Electoral College
certification. We will fulfill our duty to the
Constitution and the American people.

“This is a dark day in our nation’s history,
but our democracy will prevail. Joe Biden
and Kamala Harris will be confirmed as
the next President and Vice President of
the United States. When they are sworn
into office on January 20, I hope that day
will mark the beginning of a new era for
the American people in which we can
come together as one nation and heal.”

8:06 PM: Vice President Pence reopens the 
Senate, saying, “Let’s get back to work.”

8:09 PM: Jonathan Martin of The New York
Times tweets: “An extraordinary scene just
outside the Senate. Lawmakers deter-
mined to meet and police have surrounded
chamber, bomb-sniffing dogs prowling.”

8:10 PM: Vice President Pence
speaks on Senate floor:

“To those who wreaked havoc today: You
did not win. Violence never wins. Freedom
wins, and this is still the people’s house.
As we reconvene, the world will again
witness the resilience of our democracy.”

“Today was a dark day in the history
of the United States Capitol...We con-
demn the violence that took place here 
in the strongest possible terms.”

8:21 PM: Rachel Chason of The Washing-
ton Post tweets: “A few Trump supporting
stragglers, a whole lot of law enforcement 

and media outside the Capitol now...”

8:22 PM: Sarah Ferris of Politico
tweets: “There’s a police dog here in-
specting parts of Capitol building that
is wearing booties, which is apparently
to protect his paws from the glass.”

8:35 PM: Senate Majority Leader
McConnell speaks: “The United States
Senate will not be intimidated. We will not
be kept out of this chamber by thugs, mobs
or threats. We will not bow to lawlessness
of intimidation. The United States and
the Senate will not be intimidated. We
are back at our posts. We will discharge
our duty under the Constitution for our
nation. And we are going to do it tonight.”

8:46 PM: Maj. Gen. Omar J. Jones IV,
Commanding General, Joint Force Head-
quarters–National Capital Region & US
Army Military District of Washington,
tweets for the first and last time of the
day: “I am not the commanding general for
DC National Guard. I am a regular Army
officer and currently command the Military 
District of Washington. Thank you.”

The tweet is misleading, for he is the joint
force commander for the overall military 
command responsible for “defense
support of civil authorities” in the
District and commander of Joint Task
Force–National Capitol Region (JTF-
NCR), which was activated in March 2020
to prepare for all military contingencies 
in Washington, DC.

8:47 PM: Marissa J. Lang of The Wash-
ington Post tweets: “Just witnessed
another arrest, though this crowd has
thinned out substantially. We are near-
ing 3 hours post curfew now. The man
who was arrested had a megaphone and
had been berating the cops for hours.
Didn’t get a photo but seemed he walked 
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past the police line & got grabbed.”

8:51 PM: U.S. Attorney Ryan Patrick of the
Southern District of Texas tweets: “What
happened today in Washington was despi-
cable and illegal. Storming a government
building is not a protest, it’s anarchy. Arrest
them, charge them, and incarcerate them.”

“And if these clowns today don’t think
the capitol police, FBI, FPS and oth-
ers won’t be pouring over open source
and other video to make cases, they’re
wrong. If any of these leads points to
SDTX [Southern Texas], we’re on it.”

8:55 PM: K. Tully-McManus of Roll Call/
CQ Now tweets a statement from Zoe
Lofgren (D-CA), Chair of the Committee
on House Administration: “The breach
today at the U.S. Capitol raises grave
security concerns. I intend to have the
Committee on House Administration work
with the bipartisan House and Senate
leadership to address these concerns and 
review the response in coming days.”

8:55 PM: Igor Bobic of Huffington
Post tweets: “Every senator is going to
speak because of course they are.”

8:58 PM: Senate Minority Leader Schum-
er tweets: “Those who performed today’s
reprehensible acts were rioters, insurrec-
tionists, thugs, domestic terrorists. They
don’t represent America. They were violent
extremists who tried to take over the Capitol
They must be prosecuted to the full extent. 
But tonight Democracy will triumph.”

9:02 PM: Speaker Pelosi brings
the House back into session.

“Today, a shameful assault was made
on our democracy. It cannot, howev-
er, deter us from our responsibility to
validate the election of Joe Biden and
Kamala Harris. For that reason, Con-
gress has returned to the Capitol.

“We always knew that this respon-
sibility would take us into the night,
and we will stay as long as it takes...

“...To those who stoked deterrence from
our responsibility, you have failed. To those
who engaged in the gleeful desecration
of this, our temple of democracy, Amer-
ican democracy, justice will be done.

“...despite the shameful actions of today
...We will be part of a history that shows the
world what America is made of, that this 

assault, this assault is just that. It shows the
weakness of those who have had to show
through violence what their message was.”

9:04 PM: Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-MN)
tweets and releases a statement saying
that she has introduced articles of im-
peachment against Donald Trump.”

9:10 PM: The AP reports that New York
Gov. Andrew Cuomo is sending 1,000
members of the state’s National Guard
to Washington, DC, to help “the peace-
ful transition of presidential power.”

9:10 PM: Jennifer Jacobs of Bloomberg
News tweets: “...Trump’s national secu-
rity adviser Robert O’Brien, O’Brien’s
deputy Matt Pottinger and Trump deputy
chief of staff Chris Liddell are consid-
ering resigning, sources tell me...”

Later it was learned that Deputy National 
Security Advisor Pottinger resigned
Wednesday afternoon, dismayed by
President Trump’s role in inciting violence.
Pottinger said he had intended to resign
election day, regardless of the outcome, 
but stayed on at O’Brien’s request.

9:15 PM: Richard Hall of The Independent
(UK) tweets his article, “Surrounded by
men dressed for war, I saw Trump’s fascism 
at the heart of American democracy.”

“The crowd started to move before
he had finished talking. I walked behind
a group of men in military fatigues who
held a radio up to a megaphone so they
could continue listening to Trump. There
were many groups like them wander-
ing around: militias, Proud Boys, men
wearing knee-pads and stab vests. Men
dressed as if they were going to war.

“...I arrived at the foot of the Capitol
building to find that several thousand
protesters had already trampled over
the small outer security fences and were
stationed at the bottom of the steps. They
took their place in front of a thin line of
Capitol police who, it was clear from the
beginning, were disastrously ill-prepared.

“As the crowd swelled from the back,
it became more violent at the front.
Perhaps a few dozen of the mob were
pushing and testing the police.”

“...Men in camouflage gear acted as
if they were generals in some foreign
battlefield. ‘Soldiers forward! Soldiers 



54 N E W S W E E K . C O M F E b r u a r y  1 2 ,  2 0 2 1

forward,’ shouted one man. As a hand-
ful of men retreated from the front
with watering eyes, they were admon-
ished for leaving by the crowd.

“‘Why are you leaving?’
“‘We got tear gassed’
“‘So what?’
“‘They’re shooting us with paintballs.’
“‘That’s what we’re here for.

It’s gonna be bullets before too
long, so hold the friggin’ line.’

“Two meters away from the men
playing war, families were taking sel-
fies. For some, it was an exciting day
out, democracy in action, a story to tell
their friends. For others, it was the first 
shot of a long-brewing civil war.”

9:15 PM: House Minority Leader Kevin
McCarthy speaks on the House floor:

“I rise to address what hap-
pened in this Chamber today and
where do we go from here.

“The violence, destruction, and cha-
os we saw earlier was unacceptable,
undemocratic, and un-American. It was
the saddest day I have ever had serv-
ing as a Member of this institution.

“The Capitol was in chaos. Police officers
were attacked. Guns were drawn on this
very floor. A woman tragically lost her life.

“No one wins when this building and
what it stands for are destroyed. America,
and this institution, is better than that.

“We saw the worst of America this
afternoon. Yet, in the midst of violence
and fear, we also saw the best of America.
It starts with our law enforcement—the
Capitol Police, the National Guard, the
FBI, and the Secret Service—who faced
the most difficult challenges but did
their duty with confidence and strength.
Many of them are injured right now.

“...Looking back on the past few hours, it
is clear this Congress will not be the same
after today, and I hope it will be the better.
I hope not just this institution, but I hope
every American pauses for that moment and
thinks among themselves that we can dis-
agree with one another but not dislike each
other; we can respect the voices of others.

“...nobody has a right to become a
mob. And we all should stand united
in condemning the mob together...

“By returning here to complete the
work we were sent to do, we are prov-
ing that our democracy cannot be
disrupted by criminal behavior...

“Let me be very clear: Mobs don’t
rule America. Laws rule America. It
was true when our cities were burn-
ing this summer, and it is true now.

“When Americans go to bed tonight, their
lasting memory should not be a Congress
overrun by rioters. It must be a resolute
Congress conducting healthy debate.

“We may disagree on a lot in America,
but tonight we should show the world that
we will respectfully, but thoroughly, carry
out the most basic duties of democracy.”

9:17 PM: The Carter Center releas-
es a statement from former President
Jimmy Carter. “We join our fellow
citizens in praying for a peaceful res-
olution so our nation can heal...”

9:21 PM: Billy House of Bloomberg
tweets: “So, help me out. Have Capitol
Police spokespeople provided the public
any details of today’s events—number
of arrests, those injured or worse, num-
bers of officers hurt? A description of
what happened? Maybe I missed it.”

9:22 PM: Christal Hayes of USA To-
day tweets: “I’m inside the Capitol...The
aftermath of Trump rioters storming the
building is jarring Glass everywhere, dust
blankets the ground, broken benches
turned on their side, used medical kit with
an IV & AED machine that was used on a
woman who was squeezed in the chaos.”

9:33 PM: Perry Stein of The Washington
Post tweets: “Big difference from a few
hours ago in front of Capitol. Just a dozen
or so Trump supporters left in front here.
Officers have mostly left or backed away.”

9:34 PM: Marissa J. Lang of The Wash-
ington Post tweets a video from the west
side of the Capitol: “...a handful of Trump
supporters linger and continue to heckle
them and declare victory. Plenty of those
who left did so promising, ‘we’ll be back!’”

10:16 PM: Jill Colvin of the AP tweets from
the White House: “It is quieter than I’ve ever
heard it outside the White House tonight.
Without cars and foot traffic, I could hear
the hum of generators on the driveway.”

10:20 PM: Aaron Ruper of Vox tweets:
“Holy shit. [Rep.] Matt Gaetz just said,
“some of the people who breached the 

Capitol today were not Trump support-
ers, they were masquerading as Trump
supporters and in fact were members
of the violent terrorist group antifa.”

10:29 PM: Manu Raju of CNN tweets:
“Weary senators are sitting down quietly
and having dinner in the ornate LBJ room
off the floor. It’s rare both parties dine
together. And remnants from the riots:
The floors are slippery and gray because
the rioters grabbed the fire extinguish-
ers and sprayed them in the building.”

10:36 PM: Richard Engel of NBC News
tweets: “Police seemed very chummy
with the protesters who also seemed
to know exactly where to go.”

Susan Ferrechio of the Washington
Examiner tweets in response: “Protest-
ers told me same AND Cap Police have
a long, long history of handling protest-
ers in a friendly manner without much
resistance. This caught them off guard.
Protests are common on Capitol Grounds.
Storming the building is unprecedented.”

“I think the Police were cool with
the protesters at first and it suddenly
went far beyond what they were ex-
pecting. In the summer, they were more
on defense during those protests and
had the cops lined up in greater num-
bers. This caught them off guard.”

“I wouldn’t say protesters knew where to
go, though. A lot of them wandered in and
were steered into the Rotunda, or as one
protester told me, “The big round room.”

At 10:48 PM, Ferrechio adds: “Many of
them WALKED RIGHT IN. They were not
stopped by police...There were a mix of
people in the Capitol and a lot of con-
fusion. They felt they had the right to
be there and bunch of them got violent
when they were not allowed access.”

At 11:58 PM, Ferrechio tweets again,
adding: “There are many doors to get into
the Capitol. People were walking in different
doors and police were allowing them inside. 
The front east steps are NEVER used by
the public and that is where the protest-
ers who broke past the police headed.”

10:49 PM: Major Bowser and DC police
officials hold a live public safety update.
She says: “Despite having zero representa-
tion, having no votes, in the same Congress 
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where this siege took place today, to the
Metropolitan Police Department of DC Po-
lice, Chief Contee, the entire command staff
and our officers who performed admirably,
you made us proud. You are the patriots,
not the people we saw storm the building.”

10:56 PM: DC Police announces that they
have made 52 arrests so far, had recovered
pipe bombs from both the Republican and
Democratic National Committee headquar-
ters on Capitol Hill and had found a vehicle
with weapons and Molotov cocktails.

In addition to Ashli Bobbitt, shot and
killed by USCP, three other individuals
died due to “medical emergencies.”

11:07 PM: Henry Rodgers of Daily Caller
tweets: “SOURCE tells me: [Marc Short]
Chief of Staff to Vice President Mike
Pence is being denied entry back into
the White House. Working to confirm.”

11:08 PM: After more than two hours
of debate, the House takes a vote on the
motion to disqualify electors from Arizona:
“Shall the objection to the Arizona elec-
toral college vote count submitted by the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. Gosar) and the
Senator from Texas (Mr. Cruz) be agreed.”
The vote is 121 Yea, 303 Nay, and 7 not
voting. The objection was not agreed to.

The Clerk of the House notifies the
Senate of the action of the House, in-
forming the Senate that the House is now
ready to proceed in joint session with the
further counting of the electoral votes.

11:21 PM: Jenny Gathright of WAMU
Radio tweets: “USCP has not responded
to any of my repeated inquiries today. It
was the Mayor’s office who confirmed
the fatal police shooting in the Capitol
for me earlier, and the D.C. police chief
who addressed it in a presser tonight.”

11:26 PM: Daniella Diaz of CNN
tweets a video of law enforcement of-
ficers, exhausted, sitting in the Capi-
tol rotunda, catching their breaths.

11:28 PM: Igor Bobic of Huffington Post
tweets: “I still can’t believe today actually
happened. I’m trying to process but it’s just
not happening. I’m thinking of my family
in Bosnia watching these scenes and can’t
help but feel ashamed where we are now.”

11:34 PM: Steven Nelson of the New York
Post tweets: “Sen. Josh Hawley tells me
‘yes’ he will still object to Pennsylvania
electors, despite intense peer pressure 
within GOP after today’s break-in.”

11:35 PM: House Sergeant at Arms
Paul Irving announces that Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence and the Senate of
the United States are joining the Joint
Convention of the two Houses.

The Secretary of the Senate read the
order of the Senate, as follows: “Ordered,
That the Senate by a vote of 6 ayes to 93
nays rejects the objection to the elector-
al votes cast in the State of Arizona for
Joseph R. Biden, Jr., for President and
Kamala D. Harris for Vice President.”

From there, the certificate of the State of
Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecti-
cut, Delaware, the District of Columbia and
Florida are accepted. Then an objection is
raised on the electoral votes on the State of
Georgia. However, Senators have removed
their support (“following the events of
today”) and the objection is not entertained.

11:56 PM: Elizabeth Landers of Vice News
tweets: “.@MarkWarner just told me that
he’s been in contact with Trump Cabinet
members and said, “I would so wish that
every fricking Cabinet member would walk 
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through the halls of this Capitol right now,
see the destruction and then make a judg-
ment whether Donald Trump should stay.”

11:57 PM: Burgess Ever-
ett, Marianne Levine, and Mela-
nie Zanona write in Politico:

“Republicans started the day losing the
Senate. They ended it with President Don-
ald Trump’s supporters losing their minds...”

Jeff Walters, a member of the Carpentry
Shop of the Architect of the Capitol (AOC),
responsible for the physical plant, later
says: “There’s not a whole lot that surprises
us anymore, but seeing the overall condition
of the building that night, that, I would have
to say, was a bit shocking. I’ve been with
the Architect of the Capitol for maybe 22,
23 years. So I’ve seen a lot of the things
that have gone on here, but I’ve never seen 
the building in such disarray” he said.

There was lots of debris and broken
glass, some broken furniture, broken win-
dows and broken doors, some of the interi-
or, historic doors, damaged beyond repair.

The Joint Session will deliberate on.
An objection was raised on the State of
Michigan, but the rules require that it be
in writing and endorsed by a Senator. But
there is no supporting Senator, and the
objection is not entertained. An objec-
tion was raised on the State of Nevada,
but again there is no supporting Senator
and the objection is not entertained. An
objection is raised on the State of Pennsyl-
vania and there is debate before the motion
fails. At 3:40 a.m., Vice President Pence
announces that the electors final vote is 306
for Joe Biden and 232 for Donald Trump.

“This announcement of the state of
the vote by the President of the Senate
shall be deemed a sufficient declaration
of the persons elected President and Vice
President of the United States, each for the
term beginning on the 20th day of Janu-
ary, 2021, and shall be entered, together
with the list of the votes, on the Journals
of the Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives,” Vice President Pence says.

At 3:48 AM, the House was adjourned.
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covid-19 has impacted every facet of the workforce, including tiktok

influencers who thrive on collaboration. “It’s really hard because people

want content,” Griffin Johnson told Newsweek. Fortunately Johnson, who has

more than 15 million followers across multiple platforms, lives with other influ-

encers as part of a group called Sway House. “We’re all close, so I’m very blessed

and fortunate.” Of the influencers, Johnson was perhaps the best equipped

to deal with the pandemic: before TikTok fame he was studying to be a nurse.

“When it first started, I thought it would be something around the realm of the

flu. But then it started getting really serious.” For him, it’s been about finding a

balance. “I’m not perfect, but I try my best to restrict going out and being in con-

tact with other people.” Even so, Griffin still has “a bunch of stuff in the works,”

including a potential new reality show “based around taking viral content and

adding inside jokes.” At the end of the day, “I view TikTok as a business,” and the

key to making it is to “make sure you’re doing something really, really different.”

Griffin Johnson
How do you handle it when people 
question TikTokers’ authenticity?
I understand it. TikTok is a 15-second 
platform; they don’t really show 
personality or long-form content. 
For me, I converted this following to 
businesses, YouTube and even some 
of our own shows.

How do you avoid the drama that so 

I actually don’t. I used to try, but it 
just got to a point that it was just 
inevitable. People feed on the 
drama, so if you don’t stay in it a little 
bit, then you don’t keep your name 
relevant. Now I just make jokes out of 
it. It’s just like, whatever, another day.

You were studying to be a nurse?
I wanted to do anesthesia and nursing 
was a part of the mission, one of the 
stepping blocks to get where I wanted 
to be. I may end up going back.

How did you respond when the 
pandemic hit?
I’ve been living in a house where 
there’s some things that went down, 
some parties or whatever. I avoided 
all of it. I’m obviously aware of how 
serious it is. It’s just about being safe.

Where do you see your career 10 
years from now?
Obviously, the social media fame 
doesn’t really last that long. I’m 
just using it right now to spin-off 
into business and become an avid 
entrepreneur and be well-known in 
the space of investing. —H. Alan Scott

“The social 
media fame 

doesn’t really 
last that long.”
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